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A  car  bringing  GI’s  from  Ft.  Hood 
to  participate  in  the  anti-imperialist 
rally  at  Hermann  Park,  Oct.  4,  was 
riddled  with  bullets  from  an  M-16 
rifle. 

The  car,  a  yellow  '68  Mustang  owned 
by  Austin  civilian  Dave  Pratt,  was 
one  of  four  cars  bringing  20  GI’s 
to  the  rally.  The  cars  had  left  the 
Oleo  Strut  GI  coffee  house  in  Killeen 
early  Saturday.  The  GI’s  planned  to 
attend  the  Houston  rally  to  express 
their  opposition  to  the  Vietnam  War 
and  their  support  for  the  Movement. 

However,  most  of  the  Gl’s  did  not 
arrive  until  long  after  the  rally  had 
ended. 

When  the  car  driven  by  Pratt  was 
about  13  miles  past  Temple,  heading 
for  Houston,  a  red  and  black  ’66 
Fa/rlane  cut  in  front.  A  man  who 
looked  like  he  weighed  250  pounds 
leaned  out  the  back  window  with  an 
M-16  automatic  rifle,  the  kind  used 
in  Vietnam.  He  shot  at  their  car 
and  missed. 

(Pvt.  E-2  Roderick  Hawkins  was  a 
passenger  in  the  GI  car.  He  told 
Space  City  News  that  the  man  driving 
the  Fairlane  had  been  in  the  Oleo 
Strut  earlier  in  the  day.  He  had 
identified  himself  as  a  Houstonian, 
and  had  been  sitting  in  the  coffee  house 
listening  to  the  GI's  discuss  the  rally 
and  their  plans  for  attending  it.) 

Pratt's  car  sped  ahead,  attempting 
to  shake  its  assailants.  But  the  Fair- 
lane  passed  them  again;  this  time  the 
man  in  the  back  seat  shot  twice, 
hitting  the  car’s  radiator  and  oil  fil¬ 
ter. 

Pfc.  Jim  Carter,  a  passenger  in 
a  red  Volkswagen  winch  was  following 
close  behind  Pratt's  car,  reported 
that  the  VW  was  also  shot  at,  but  was 
not  hit. 

Shortly  past  3  p.m.  that  same  after¬ 
noon,  Space  City  News  received  a  long 
distance  phone  call.  According  to 
Richard  Atwater  who  answered  the 
phone,  the  caller  had  a  smooth,  gravely 
voice. 

“Hello  friend,"  he  said.  “Under¬ 
stand  you  have  a  peace  rally  today. 
Well,  some  people  came  down  from 
Killeen  and  ran  into  machine  gun  fire. 

I  want  to  tell  you  right  now  that  this 
is  the  Klan  talking  to  you.  The  next 
time  we're  going  to  bury  those  people.’ 

Although  Pratt’s  car  was  put  out  of 
commission,  most  of  the  guys  from 
Hood  made  it  to  Houston.  They  arrived 
at  the  Space  City  News  office  about 
8  p.m  and  were  greeted  by  cheers  and 
applause  from  the  more  than  30  people 
who  had  come  there  after  the  rally. 

O-.ie  private,  a  red  fist  stenciled 
to  the  back  of  his  t-shirt,  told  us; 
“We  knew  we  were  going  to  be  too 
late  for  the  rally,  but  we  decided  to 
come  anyway.  We  didn’t  want  to 
let  the  Klan  have  the  pleasure  of 
keeping  us  away!” 
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PHOTOS:  Upper  left,  Noel  Ignatin  of  Chicago  Revolutionary 
League  and  Tracey  Oates  of  Houston  SDS;  Above,  Steve  Whit- 
marsh  of  Houston  North  Side  Revolutionary  Youth  Movement- 
Below,  crowd  listens  to  Kent  Smith  of  San  Diego  Black  p«n- 
ther  Party. 
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DO  YO'J  CONSIDER  YOURSELF  A  POLITICAL 
PRISONER? 

Yes,  I  do,  definitely.  There  is  no  legal  reason 
for  me  to  be  in  jail,  actually  I  shouldn’t  even  be 
sentenced.  How  can  a  man  be  guilty  of  selling 
something  that  he  didn’t  possess.  Since  they  found 
me  innocent  of  the  possession  charge,  what  could 
I  have  sold?  Ii  didn’t  take  no  time  for  the  jury 
to  come  down  with  30  years,  man. 

They're  showing  people  that  by  keeping  me 
here,  that  this  is  what  happens  to  people  who 
disagree  with  the  system.  "If  you  don’t  want 
this  to  happen  to  you,  you  better  be  cool.” 


the  streets  for  a  while. 

They  planned  it  so  nice,  you  got  to  give  them 
crgdit.  They  had  the  trial  planned  for  the  ninth 
of  September,  then  they  re-set  it  for  August  26, 
the  start  of  the  Democratic  Convention  in  Chi¬ 
cago.  Kunstler  (William  Kunstler,  noted  defense 
attorney  for  H.  Rap  Brown  and  Jerry  Rubin)  was 
one  of  the  attorneys  working  with  me,  and  at  that 
time  he  was  handling  the  Panther  25  case,  so  that 
he  hadtodropmycase.  So  they  rushed  me  into  the 
court-room,  we  didn't  have  any  witnesses,  and 
they  convicted  me  on  the  lying  testimony  of  one 
Black  undercover  agent. 

DO  YOU  SEE  A  PATTERN  OF  THIS  KIND  OF 
REPRESSION  BEING  USED  AGAINST  ALL  POLI¬ 
TICAL  “TROUBLE-MAKERS”? 

I  think  there’s  a  concerted  effort  across  the  coun¬ 
try  to  squash  all  militant  activities.  I  was  looking 
at  this  conspiracy  trial  in  Chicago  —  this  is  what 
they’re  using  to  put  the  brothers  away,  conspiracy 
to  blow  up  this,  conspiracy  to  blow  up  that.  Like 
the  Panther  21  in  New  York  City,  the  case  of 
Reies  Tijerina  in  New  Mexico,  the  case  they 
threw  against  Mark  Rudd  when  he  came  to  Houston 
last  spring. 

Rudd  had  an  incident  out  here,  he  tried  to  visit 
me  and  they  asked  him,  "Who  do  you  want  to  see?” 
He  answers,  "Brother  Lee  Otis  Johnson.”  "Who're 
you?”  He  said,  "I’m  his  brother.”  The  guy 
said,  “Naw,  you’re  not  his  brother  --  he's  a 
nigger.”  You  know  how  Mark  must’ve  reacted 
to  that.  So  the  captain  ran  him  off. 

DO  YOU  STILL  FEEL  STRONG  SOLIDARITY  WITH 
MOVEMENT  STRUGGLES  EVEN  THOUGH  YOU’RE 
ISOLATED  HERE? 

Like  I’m  under  the  pressure  for  30  years  ...  it 
makes  me  look  at  every  little  something  that 
comes  up,  that  I  probably  wouldn’t  notice  if  1 
was  out,  like  before  when  I’d  be  so  into  doing 
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Political  prisoner  Lee  Otis  Johnson.  His  hearing  before  the  Court 
of  Criminal  Appeals  will  be  Wed  Oct  15  at  9  am  in  Austin. 


Lee  Otis  Johnson  is  apoliticalprisoner.  Johnson 
has  been  held  at  the  Harris  County  Rehabilitation 
Center  in  Humble  since  his  conviction  in  August 
1968  of  a  narcotics  charge.  (For  background, 
see  SCN  #2,  June  19,  1969). 

Brother  Lee  Otis  Johnson  is  a  former  SNCC 
organizer  at  TSU  who  became  a  target  of  the  Houston 
police  and  its  "Political  Intelligence  Division” 
in  May  of  1967,  when  the  TSU  “riot”  occurred. 
They  couldn’t  associate  him  with  this  incident 
because  they  had  thrown  him  in  jail  earlier  in 
the  week  for  his  role  in  demonstrations  at  a  local 
high  school.  In  following  months  he  was  indicted 
five  times  on  trumped-up  charges.  All  indict¬ 
ments  were  dismissed  for  lack  of  evidence. 

On  April  17,  1968,  a  secret  indictment  was 
filed,  charging  Johnson  with  passing  a  marijuana 
joint  to  a  cop  (sale  by  Texas  law)  six  weeks  prev¬ 
ious.  His  trail  was  held  August  26,  1968.  He  was 
convicted  on  the  sale  of  marijuana  charge;  no 
verdict  at  all  was  issued  on  the  charge  of  “posses¬ 
sion." 

Hie  jury  deliberated  20  minutes  to  decide:  guilty. 
The  same  jury  took  10  minutes  to  return  a  sentence 
of  30  years  in  the  penitentiary.  Judge  Odom  had 
refused  a  request  to  examine  the  jurors  to  deter¬ 
mine  their  prejudice  against  Lee  Otis,  and  he 
also  refused  a  change  of  venue  requested  by 
Johnson’s  attorneys. 

The  case  is  now  being  appealed,  but  it  will  be 
at  least  two  years  before  he  will  be  released 
through  ordinary  legal  procedures.  A  public 
hearing  on  the  case  will  be  held  in  Austin  at  the 
Texas  Court  of  Criminal  Appeals  on  Wednesday, 
October  15,  at  9  a.m.  (The  hearing  lasts  for 
about  two  hours,  so  be  on  time.  Location:  the 
Texas  Supreme  Court  Building,  near  the  Capitol). 
Anyone  who  needs  transportation  to  and  from 
Austin  caU  526-6257. 

Last  week  Space  City  News  went  out  to  the  Rehab¬ 
ilitation  Center  to  rap  with  brother  Lee  Otis. 
Strangely  enough,  no  questions  were  asked  us,  and 
we  were  allowed  to  tape  the  following  interview. 
For  further  information,  and  to  donate  money  to 
Lee  Otis’  defense,  contact  the  Lee  Otis  Johnson 
Defense  Committee,  Box  6524,  Houston  77005. 

FREE  ALL  POLITICAL  PRISONERS! 


GIVE  US  SOME  BACKGROUND  ON  THE  POLICE 
AGENT  TO  WHOM  YOU  ALLEGEDLY  PASSED 
THE  JOINT. 

Yeah,  I  knew  he  was  a  police  officer.  It  hap¬ 
pened  like,  I  met  him  one  day,  the  next  day  we 
had  a  demonstration  over  at  KYOK  radio  station  — 
we  felt  that  they  were  exploiting  the  black  com¬ 
munity  by  not  putting  any  political  education  into 
their  programs.  This  agent  showed  up,  I  asked 
him  how  we  happened  to  bump  into  him  two  days 
in  a  row  like  that,  then  we  went  to  his  car.  Well, 
there  were  plenty  of  cops  there  writing  parking 
tickets  on  all  the  cars  except  his.  So  I  became 
leery  of  him  then. 

Later  on,  I  talked  pretty  bad  about  the  mayor 
out  at  Emancipation  Park,  so  this  same  guy 
pointed  at  me  as  he  left  and  said,  “That  was 
the  last  straw.”  Well,  two  days  later  I  was 
arrested. 

I’ve  been  trying  to  urge  my  defense  that  they 
should  do  everything  to  get  bond  set  in  my  case. 
There  is  a  state  law  that  says  bond  is  manda- 
torily  denied  in  cases  over  15  years,  but  1  feel 
it’s  an  unjust  law  that  should  be  tested.  Be¬ 
cause  it  means  anytime  they  feel  like  getting  some¬ 
body  out  of  the  way  they  can  put  a  trumped-up 
charge  on  him,  throw  him  in  jail  for  15  or  20 
years,  and  say,  “All  right,  we  through  with 
you  until  the  courts  reverse  it.”  So  I  feel  like 
Carol  Vance  (District  Attorney)  has  accomplished 
what  he  was  out  to  do,  which  was  to  get  me  off 
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Chicago  8 
On  Trial 


The  trial  of  eight  movement  activ¬ 
ists  accused  of  conspiracy  to  incite 
riot  at  the  Democratic  National  Con¬ 
vention  in  Chicago  last  year  continues 
in  Daley  City  amid  mass  protest  and 
repeated  violations  of  legal  justice. 

The  Conspiracy  Eight  trial, presided 
over  by  Judge  Julius  Hoffman,  73, 
has  already  produced  a  bizarre  series 
of  events,  since  it  opened  Sept.  23: 

♦Bench  warrants  were  issued  for  the 
arrest  of  four  of  the  Conspiracy’s 
original  legal  team  when  the  lawyers 
failed  to  appear  in  court  Sept.  24; 

♦Two  of  the  attorneys  under  arrest, 
charged  with  contempt  of  court,  issued 
a  nationwide  call  for  a  demonstration 
by  lawyers  in  Chicago  on  Sept.  29. 

♦Some  120  lawyers  flew  overnight 
to  Chicago  to  form  a  committee  to 
protest  the  injudicious  judgments  of 
the  senile  jurist,  Hoffman,  nicknamed 
Magoo,  because  of  his  striking  resem¬ 
blance  to  that  myopic  cartoon  char¬ 
acter. 

♦Outside  the  Federal  Building,  where 
the  trial  is  taking  place,  thousands  of 
demonstrators  massed  Sept.  24  topro- 
test  the  trial,  and  later  scuffled  with 
police. 

The  Conspiracy  Eight  are:  Rennie 


Davis,  29,  project  director  for  the 
National  Mobilization  Committee’s  de¬ 
monstrations  last  summer;  Dave  Del¬ 
linger,  53,  chairman  of  the  New  Mobil¬ 
ization  and  editor  of  Liberation  Mag¬ 
azine;  Bobby  Seale,  32,  national  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Black  Panther  Party;  Tom 
Hayden,  29,  a  founder  of  SDS  and 
co-project  director  with  Davis  for  the 
convention  demonstrations;  John 
Froines,  30,  a  school  teacher  who 
served  on  the  Mobilization’s  demon¬ 
stration  staff;  Abbie  Hoffman,  31,  or¬ 
ganizer  for  the  Yippies,  which  co¬ 
sponsored  the  Chicago  demonstration 
action;  Jerry  Rubin,  31,  also  a  Yippie 
organizer;  Lee  Weiner,  30,  a  member 
of  the  Mobilization  staff  last  summer. 

The  Eight  were  indicted  by  a  Grand 
Jury,  March  20.  They  could  receive 
a  maximum  10  years  in  jail  and  a 
$20,000  fine  for  their  roles  in  the 
confrontation  that  took  place  last  sum¬ 
mer  in  Chicago.  They  are  the  first 
group  of  people  to  be  tried  under  the 
1968  Civil  Rights  Act  antiriot  pro¬ 
vision,  which  makes  it  a  federal  crime 
to  cross  state  lines  to  provoke  a 
riot. 

Judge  Hoffman  so  far  seems  to  have 
chosen  Bobby  Seale  and  the  Black 


Panther  party  as  two  of  his  primary 
targets  for  extrajudicial  slander  dur¬ 
ing  the  trial. 

Seale  has  repeatedly  attempted  to  get 
a  postponement  on  the  grounds  that 
his  attorney,  Charles  Garry,  is  under¬ 
going  a  gall  bladder  operation  and  will 
be  delayed  in  coming  to  Chicago  to 
defend  his  client.  Hoffman  has  insist¬ 
ed  that  other  members  of  the  Con¬ 
spiracy’s  legal  team  can  defend  Seale. 
Both  Seale  and  the  other  attorneys  have 

refused  to  accept  this  judgment.  Con¬ 
sequently,  the  recalcitrant  lawyers 
were  arrested  for  contempt. 

Seale  angrily  told  Hoffman,  “If  my 
constitutional  rights  are  consistently 
denied  as  the  black  man’s  rights  have 
been  denied  in  the  south,  then  the 


judge  is  a  blatant  racist.” 

Hoffman  on  Sept.  30  ordered  the 
jury  to  hide  away  in  a  hotel  for  the 
duration  of  the  trial  in  response  to 
prosecution  contentions  that  several  of 
the  jurors  had  received  notes  signed 
by  the  “Black  Panthers”  which  read 
“We  are  watching.” 

Seale  issued  a  handwritten  state¬ 
ment  that  denied  any  Panther  harass¬ 
ment  of  the  jury  and  described  the 
slander  as  “the  most  low-lifed  racist 
and  fascist  attack  upon  the  .  .  .  de¬ 
fendants.” 

The  defendants  said  they  suspect 
the  threat  is  the  work  of  the  FBI, 
and  Seale  affirmed: 

“We  in  the  Black  Panther  Party, 
who  are  dedicated  to  the  human  rights 
and  freedoms  of  our  people  and  other 
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Chicago  Supplement 

What’s  going  down  in  Chicago,  during  four  days  of  action  against  U.S.  imper¬ 
ialism?  Since  we  go  to  press  before  the  big  action  starts  there.  Space  City  News 
will  print  a  special  Chicago  supplement  for  this  issue.  If  you  bought  your  copy 
of  Space  City  News  early,  and  don’t  have  the  supplement,  come  by  the  office 
at  1217  Wichita,  to  get  the  news  from  sisters  and  brothers  struggling  up  in 
Daley  City,  USA.  The  supplement,  which  will  probably  come  out  by  Oct.  14,  will 
be  included  in  all  issues  of  the  paper  after  that  date. 

(This  is  not  definite  -  but  will  be  done  if  at  all  possible.  So  call  us  (526-6257) 
before  you  come  by.) 


Rennie  Davis,  Dave  Dellinger,  Jerry  Rubin,  Lee  Weiner,  and  Abhie  Hoffman  of  the  Conspiracy. 

Photo  by  David  Fenton/LNS 


Lee  Otis 
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something  in  the  community  that  I  couldn’t  see 
what  was  happening  in  Austin  or  Killeen  or  New 
York. 

In  here  I  get  a  wider  scope  on  things,  you  know, 
I  see  the  (Jemonstrations  in  New  York  City  about 
the  school" and  community  control,  then  I  see  in 
South  Carolina  where  the  hospital  workers  were 
on  strike,  I  see  Chicago,  I  see  the  construction 
workers  up  north  fighting  for  their  rights.  There’s 
a  trend  of  things  bejng  done  all  over  the  nation, 
and  you  see  all  these  violent  reactions.  The 
Establishment’s  cracking  down. 

WllAT  KIND  OF  APPEAL  ARE  YOUR  LAWYERS 
TAKING'’ 

I’m  trying  to  get  them  to  push  for  getting  bond 
set.  This  is  the  essence  of  my  conviction.  It 
wasn’t  the  30  years,  that  Mat  or.‘l  care  if  I  got 
30  years,  the  Judge  would'  .  .  van  me  two  years 
and  been  satisfied  just  to  gel  me  off  the  streets. 
What  he  wanted  to  say  was,  “We  can  shut  you 
up  whenever  we  get  ready.” 

The  longer  I  stay  in  jail,  the  more  people  are 
going  to  say,  “Well,  I’ve  tried,  we’ve  done  every¬ 
thing  we  could,"  Like  the  immediate  brothers 
in  the  organization  (TSU  Student  Non-violent  Co¬ 
ordinating  Committee),  they  just  cut  off,  they’re 
not  doing  nothing.  I  think  that  bond  issue  should 
still  be  pushed  and  that  stay  of  mandate  shor'd 
be  filed  right  now,  file  all  my  federal  n  tior.s 
now;  but  no,  they  want  to  wait  until  the  last  min¬ 
ute. 

HOW  IS  YOUR  MORALE  NOW,  AFTER  BEING  IN 
HERE  OVER  A  YEAR? 

The  situation  is.  I’m  still  the  same,  I’m  still 


Lee  Otis,  I  still  got  plenty  of  fight  and  gumption 
in  me  that  ain’t  been  broke.  30  years  you  know, 
the  way  I  look  at  it  now,  I  was  in  jail  before  I 
come  here.  The  only  difference  with  being  in  here 
is  that  it  deprives  me  of  being  with  people  of  my 
own  choosing.  Like  if  I  was  out  there.  I’d  prob¬ 
ably  be  in  jail  with  you  guys. 


AS  THE  TIME  YOU’VE  DONE  HERE  GIVEN 
OU  ANY  BETTER  IDEA  OF  WHAT  HAS  TO  BE 

'ONE?  .  _  ,, 

I  thought  before  that  my  case  was  just  a  Southern 
ituation  because  my  scope  wasn’t  broad  enough 
d  see  what  was  going  on  all  around  me.  I  think 
etting  locked  up  gave  me  a  broader  outlook  on 
rhat  I  have  to  do.  Like  I  know  next  time  I  can’t 
ust  get  up  in  the  park  and  call  the  mayor  a 
unctional  retarded  pig,  you  know.  Instead  I  got 
o  put  him  in  a  position  where  I  won’t  have  to  say 
othine  about  him. 


In  other  words,  it’ll  be  more  action  instead  of 
talking  —  I  think  we  been  talking  too  long,  we 
got  to  start  doing  things.  What’s  happening  to  the 
organization,  they’re  .all  arguing  about  the  method 
and  doing  nothing  meaningful  toward  the  objective. 
Follow  your  conscience,  if  you  feel  like  it’s  right, 
do  it. 

I  feel  like  we  should  step  up  our  activities. 
They’ve  stepped  up  their  oppressive  hand,  we 
should  take  five  steps  to  every  one  step  that  they 
take,  and  realize  that  they’re  in  the  minority 
and  we’re  in  the  majority,  and  they  know  it.  The 


reason  we  don’t  know  it  yet  is  because  we  haven’t 
taken  that  step  to  see  bow  many  people  would 
back  us. 

I  think  you’ll  find  that  the  majority  of  people 
are  against  man’s  inhumanity  to  man,  they  just 
haven’t  had  it  hit  them  hard  enough.  See,  you  could 
take  one  of  every  thousand  people  in  Houston,  put 
them  through  the  same  trial  that  I  went  through, 
and  every  one  of  them  would  be  doing  the  same 
things  that  I’m  doing  for  the  rest  of  their  life. 
If  they  happened  to  grow  up  in  a  community  that 
was  surrounded  by  rat-infested  ditches,  diseases, 
you  know,  if  a  lad  passed  the  age  of  12,  if  she’s 


poor  oppressed  peoples  and  laboring 
masses,  do  not  threaten  or  attempt  to 
threaten.  We  would  never  send  such 
notes,  especially  because  every  Party 
member  follows  the  rules  of  our  Party 
and  does  not  engage  in  such  wrong, 
backward  acts  ...” 

Seale  and  Jerry  Rubin  are  being 
kept  in  jail  during  the  times  they 
are  not  in  the  courtroom.  Seale  is 
being  held  for  a  murder  charge  in 
Connecticut.  (Other  Panthers  have 
been  arrested  in  connection  with  these 
charges,  which  allege  that  members  of 
the  Party  killed  a  turn-coat  Panther 
last  spring.  Rubin  is  being  held  for 
a  misdemeanor  charge  he  incurred  sev¬ 
eral  years  ago  during  the  Berkeley  Free 
Speech  Movement.) 

Rubin,  whose  distinctive  shaggy  head 
has  been  shaved  in  prison,  wrote  in 

a  letter  from  Cook  County  Jail  in 
Chicago: 

“Malcolm  X  said  that  no  man  ‘re¬ 
forms'  when  he  is  behind  bars.  I 
agree.  I’ve  met  hundreds  of  prisoners 
in  jails  across  the  country  and  I  have 
never  met  one  who  regretted  what 
he  did  or  didn’t  do.  When  you  meet 
a  prisoner  you  begin  by  asking,  “What’s 
your  beef?’  Never,  never,  never,  have 
1  met  a  prisoner  who  was  ashamed  to 
say.  It’s  a  standard  question  and 
everyone  answers  proudly.  We  all 
know  the  real  criminals  are  the  pigs 
who  put  us  in  jails  like  these.  The 
criminals  have  the  keys.” 

Rubin  was  driven  across  the  country, 
from  the  Santa  Rita  Rehabilitation  Cen¬ 
ter  in  Oakland,  Calif.,  to  Cook  County 
jail  in  Chicago,  along  with  two  con¬ 
victed  felons.  All  three  were  hand¬ 
cuffed  and  shackled  and  were  forced 
to  sleep  in  prisons  across  the  country. 

Legal  Team 
Harassed 

The  defense  for  the  Conspiracy  Eight 
has  also  been  crippled  by  the  prose¬ 
cution  and  the  court. 

On  Friday,  Sept.  26,  Judge  Hoffman 
refused  to  accept  the  telegrammed 
withdrawal  from  the  case  sent  by 
attorneys  Gerald  Lef court,  Dennis  Rob¬ 
erts,  Michael  Kennedy  and  Michael 
Tigar.  These  men,  who  are  dedicated 
defenders  of  movement  activists,  were 
attempting  to  force  the  court  to  recog¬ 
nize  the  lawyers  actually  defending  the 
Eight.  Charles  Garry  (who  was  in  the 
hospital),  William  Kunstler,  and  Leo¬ 
nard  Weinglass. 

But  Hoffman  issued  bench  warrants 
for  the  four  attorneys^  "to  protect 
the  rights  of  the  defendants.”  Tigar 
was  arrested  in  Los  Angeles,  Sept.  25, 
by  federal  marshals  who  handcuffed  him 
and  flew  him  to  Chicago  where  he  was 
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locked  up  overnight.  In  court  the 
next  day,  he  and  Lefcourt,  who  sur¬ 
rendered  to  the  court,  were  ordered 
imprisoned  indefinitely  without  bail. 
They  were  released  Sept.  26  on  their 
own  recognizance  after  an  appeal  to 
a  higher  court. 

The  other  two  attorneys  were  issued 
arrest  warrants,  but  a  U.S.  District 
Court  in  San  Francisco  declared  the 
warrants  invalid. 

In  a  courtroom  motion,  defense  attor¬ 
ney  Weinglass  asked  that  Judge  Hoffman 
disqualify  himself  from  the  case  be¬ 
cause  of  his  bias.  The  judge  responded, 
“Please  don’t  waste  my  time.” 

The  opening  prosecution  statement, 
presented  by  assistant  U.S.  attorney 
Richard  Schultz,  charged  that  the  de¬ 
fendants  had  helped  arrange  a  well- 
planned  three-step  program  to  incite 
the  convention  riots.  The  first  step, 
he  said,  brought  people  to  Chicago, 
the  second  pitted  them  against  the 
police  and  the  National  Guard  and 
the  third  step  created  “a  situation 
where  the  demonstrators  would  meet 
and  confront  the  police  in  the  streets 
of  Chicago  so  that  a  riot  would  occur.” 

Kunstler  opened  the  defense  by  saying 
that  the  evidence  will  show  that  the 
disorders  occurred  due  to  “an  organ¬ 
ized  conspiracy  of  berserk,  brutal 
action”  by  the  city  and  the  federal 
government  against  the  demonstrators. 
People  came  to  Chicago  not  to  riot, 
but  rather  “to  protest  in  the  finest 
of  American  tradition.” 

A  member  of  the  American  Civil 
Liberties  Union  has  described  this  trial 
as  “probably  the  most  important  pol¬ 
itical  trial  in  the  history  of  the  United 
States.” 

The  Conspiracy  Eight  are  testing 
a  new  and  repressive  law,  which  says 
that  anyone  is  subject  to  arrest  who 
travels  in  interstate  commerce  (includ¬ 
ing  the  use  of  mail,  telegraph,  radio, 
or  television)  with  “intent  to  incite 
a  riot  or  to  organize,  promote,  encour¬ 
age,  participate  in,  or  carry ona  riot.” 

The  trial  should  continue  for  sev¬ 
eral  months.  Likewise,  mass  protest 
is  promised  for  the  duration  of  the 
trial. 

The  actions  in  Chicago  from  Oct. 
8-11  include  support  demonstrations  for 
the  Conspiracy  Eight. 

tt  «  «  #  * 

Material  compiled  from  reports  in 
Liberation  News  Service  and  the  Guard¬ 
ian. 


Nixon’s  on  the  boob  tube 
begging  time  for  prudence, 
congress  in  a  sour  mood 
siding  with  the  students 
man  in  a  white  house 
says  he  can’t  back  down 
can’t  let  bis  lackeys  down 
can’t  cut  the  tax  down 
look  out  kid 
you’re  gonna  get  hit 
don’t  know  when 
but  you’re  doing  it  again 
you  better  fight  back 
can’t  slack 

just  attack  and  drive  ’em  back 
the  trick  won’t  work 
’cause  pig  rule  ain’t  cool. 


Friday,  Sept.  26,  a  good  day  all 
around.  Nixon’s  been  getting  a  lot  of 
flak  because  he  hasn’t  had  a  press  con¬ 
ference  in  three  months  so  he  finaUy 
has  one.  And  spends  most  of  his  time 
trying  to  convince  the  people  that 
something  really  is  happening  that  will 
bring  peace  in  Vietnam,  pleading  for 
time  to  work  things  out  his  own  way, 
and  sounding  more  and  more  like  LBJ. 

And  at  the  same  time  that  he  ispledg- 
ing  that  nobody  is  going  to  make  him 
change  his  line,  ("Nowl  understand  that 
there  has  been  and  continues  to  be 
opposition  to  the  war  in  Vietnam  on  the 
campuses  and  also  in  the  nation.  As 
far  as  this  kind  of  activity  is  concerned, 
we  expect  it.  However,  under  no  cir¬ 
cumstances  will  I  be  affected  by  it.  ”)-- 
at  the  same  time  that  he  is  laying 
down  his  contempt  for  the  people,  a 
bunch  of  big-shots  in  the  Democratic 
party  are  making  that  Oct.  15  “mora¬ 
torium”  into  more  than  just  a  student 
thing,  saying  they  want  to  get  into  it 
too  and  maybe  shut  down  Congress. 

And  the  same  day,  Sept.  26,  another 
institution  of  phony  representative  gov- 
ernment  gets  out  of  band.  At  Columbia 
University,  the  University  Senate 
(which  was  set  up  after  the  rebellion 
to  pacify  the  students,)  is  caught  with 


its  pants  down  and  a  lot  of  the  people 
don’t  even  bother  to  show  up,  and  the 
Senate  puts  the  University  on  record 
supporting  immediate  withdrawal,  and 
the  Oct.  15  moratorium.  So  what  is 
all  this  that’s  coming  down? 

Most  of  all  a  sure  sign  that  things 
are  moving,  sure  sign  that  the  move¬ 
ment's  got  to  accelerate  that  motion. 
‘Cause  we  know  by  this  time  that  when 
a  president  starts  advertising  his  firm¬ 
ness  in  the  face  of  criticism,  when  a 
president  starts  lying  through  his  teeth 
(“  ...  we  have  reversed  the  whole 
tide  of  world  public  opinion.  I  noted 
when  I  was  at  the  UN  I  found  no  sign¬ 
ificant  criticism  of  the  U.S.  policy.”), 
when  he  starts  begging  for  unity  (“It 
wUl  end  much  sooner  if  we  can  lave 
to  an  extent  —  the  extent  possible  in 
this  free  country  —  a  united  front 
behind  very  reasonable  demands.”) 
When  this  stuff  starts  up  again  and 
the  liberals  begin  to  whine,  that's  when 
they’re  all  running  scared. 

Oct.  15  figures  to  get  big  press. 
The  big  names  are  moving  in  on  it  — 
Edmund  Muskie,  Teddy  Kennedy,  Fred 
Harris,  George  McGovern  —  names 
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a  girl  she’s  a  whore,  if  he’s  a  male  he’s  in 
reformatory,  when  he  comes  back  he’s  pimping, 
buying  a  Cadillac  and  shooting  dice,  throwing  his 
life  away,  simply  because  he  doesn’t  know  how  to 
attack  that  system. 


He  comes  to  jail  saying,  “I  have  rejected  your 
white  society,  your  job,  your  nice  community,  I 
don’t  want  it,  I  don’t  want  none  of  those  hang-ups 
you  got  because  they  make  you  inhuman.  I  want 
to  be  a  human  being,  I’m  just  going  to  sit  out 
here  and  love  and  groove  and  live  tiU  I  die,  and 
do  my  own  thing  the  best  that  I  can.  I’m  not  going 
to  take  part  in  that  crazy  situation  you  got  going 
there.” 

And  we  set  back  and  say,  “Look  at  them  crim¬ 
inals,  them  gangsters,  them  thugs  and  robbers, 
destroying  society.  The  juvenile  rate  is  going 
up,  crime  is  on  the  rise,  organized  crime.” 

Talk  about  organized  crime:  the  biggest  crim¬ 
inals  in  the  world  are  those  judges  —  because 
they  create  more  criminals.  Like  those  who  go 
into  that  courtroom  for  the  first  time  and  get 
the  kind  of  time  I  got,  they  come  back  around 
a  second  time  and  they  are  what  you  caU  hard¬ 
ened  criminals,  they  are  kiUers,  they  got  enough 
hate  in  their  hearts  to  know  what’s  been  done  to 
them,  and  they  don’t  care  nothing  about  nobody. 

I  was  speaking  in  Austin  once  and  I  said  that 
this  guy  Whitman,  who  shot  up  some  folks  from 
the  tower,  “Now  he’s  a  good  white  guy.”  Every¬ 
body  said,  “What  do  you  mean,  he’s  good?  He’s 
a  maniac!” 

He  wasn’t  born  like  that,  you  know,  you  made  him 
what  he  is,  and  the  reason  he’s  good  is  because 
he’s  an  example  of  what  you  made  him.  He’s 
good  to  show  you  what  you’ve  created. 


HOW  HAVE  THEY  TREATED  YOU  OUT  HERE? 

When  I  first  came  in  I  was  in  isolation  for 
about  six  months  --  they  said  it  was  for  my  own 
protection,  they  didn’t  know  how  inmates  here 


would  accept  me.  But  I  believe  they  felt  I  was 
a  security  risk,  like  I  might  organize  the  pris¬ 
oners  to  shake  up  the  jail  (which  I  could  have 
done).  But  that  reaUy  wasn’t  my  intention.  I 
stayed  in  isolation  and  I  kept  writing  and  writ¬ 
ing,  I  wrote  letters  to  every  official  that  any¬ 
one  suggested.  So  finaUy  I  wrote  one,  said  I 
don’t  know  who  the  heU  I’m  writing  to  but  this 
is  punistuw:!  and  it’s  cruel  and  harsh,  like  they’re 
denying  me  my  humanity,  got  me  stuck  off  in  this 
cell  counting  bolts  in  the  wall. 

So  the  next  thing  I  knew  I  was  getting  out  of  sol¬ 
itary  and  they  put  me  in  a  smaU  tank.  As  these 
people  got  to  know  me  they  began  to  loosen  up 
a  little,  now  I  guess  I  get  just  as  much  privilege  as 
the  others. 


I’VE  HEARD  THAT  MUCH  OF  THE  MAIL  WHICH 
YOU  SEND  OUT  AND  WHICH  PEOPLE  HAVE 
SENT  TO  YOU  HAS  DISAPPEARED.  IS  THIS  TRUE? 

Definitely.  This  is  part  of  a  subtle  attempt  to 
alter  my  beliefs  and  demoralize  me,  to  make  me 
say  “When  I  get  out  I’ll  do  something  else,”  to 
make  me  feel  like  nobody  is  trying  to  help,  you 
know. 

I  am  often  asked,  “Do  you  stiU  feel  the  same 
as  before?”  They  would  teU  me  many  times 
that  my  wife  was  doing  this  and  that,  running 
around,  it’d  come  down  the  grape  vine.  It  was 
sort  of  a  persecution  after  the  prosecution,  you 
know. 

Of  course,  they  haven’t  succeeded,  I  stiU  feel 
like  I’d  do  the  same  thing  as  the  day  before  I 
came  out  here.  I’m  stiU  toe  same  person.  The 
life  I  believe  in  is  toe  only  way  I  can  live.  I 
beUeve  man  is  being  too  cold  to  man.  We’ve  got 
to  work  to  fight  this. 


HOW  CAN  PEOPLE  EXPRESS  SOLIDARITY  WITH 
YOU  IN  YOUR  CASE? 

This  is  where  I  disagree  with  my  trial  attorney. 
He  felt  that  I  should  be  tried  in  a  quiet,  normal 


atmosphere,  no  demonstrations,  no  pickets,  you 
know.  The  same  thing  about  passively  waiting 
for  toe  courts  to  reverse  my  situation,  l  feel 
that  there  should  be  a  tremendous  amount  of 
protest,  that  letters  should  be  flowing  in  from 
everywhere. 

When  I  was  in  SNCC,  anytime  any  brother  would 
get  arrested,  we’d  immediately  shoot  letters  off 
to  Austin,  to  the  Attorney  General,  phone  calls, 
press  releases,  apply  that  pressure  —  “Let  him 
out  or  we  coming  in.”  We  were  always  suc¬ 
cessful.  You  can’t  tell  me  they  don’t  recognize 
pressure  if  you  apply  it  right. 


WOULD  YOU  URGE  AS  MANY  PEOPLE  AS  POS¬ 
SIBLE  TO  ATTEND  YOUR  HEARING  IN  AUSTIN 
ON  OCTOBER  15? 

Not  just  attend,  but  have  an  aU-out  demonstra¬ 
tion.  Don’t  just  stand  and  look,  but  protest, 
picket,  letters,  anything. 


DO  YOU  THINK  YOU’LL  BE  GRANTED  A  NEW 
TRIAL  AFTER  THE  HEARING? 

I  don’t  know.  I  do  feel  that  if  I  go  to  toe  peni¬ 
tentiary  I  won’t  come  back  alive.  I  went  down 
once  for  a  previous  two-year  sentence  and  they 
said  I  was  lucky  to  have  gotten  back  alive  then. 
I  say  I’d  rather  be  dead  and  free,  than  be  a 
coward  and  a  slave  and  alive. 

I  got  out  that  time,  though,  and  went  back  to 
school.  I  had  seen  how  easily  it  could  be  done  — 
to  shut  you  up  like  that.  And  here  I  am  again, 
right  back  in  that  same  situation.  So  I  say  OK 
it’s  done,  but  this  time  I  got  a  little  more  help 
than  I  had  last  time,  like  I  may  end  up  doing 
30  years  —  I’m  not  going  to  say  I’m  getting  out 
because  I  don’t  want  to  have  that  hope.  I  got  30 
years,  and  I'll  do  what  I  can  about  it,  but  if  I 
have  to  do  it  I’ll  do  it.  And  I’ll  come  out,  and 
next  time  I  come  through  I  hope  I’ll  have  a  lit¬ 
tle  more  help  than  I  bad  this  time.  But  Pm 
going  to  fight  this  situation  until  I  get  out  or  until 
the  last  breath  of  life  leaves  my  body. 


Jensen  Clinic 

People’s  Medicine— 
A  Beginning 
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Decent  health  care  is  a  right,  not  a  privilege. 
This  is  a  concept  gaining  wider  acceptance  within 
the  medical  profession,  especially  among  students. 
More  important, perhaps,  is  that  poor  people,  de¬ 
prived  of  decent  health  care  for  so  long,  are  also 
becoming  awsrg' that  it  is  their  right. 

One  of  the  first  steps  (and  it  is  just  a  first 
step)  toward  making  decent  health  care  available 
to  all  the  people  in  Houston  is  the  establishment 
of  the  Jensen  Street  Medical  Referral  Center.  This 
"clinic”  was  established  by  the  Houston  Committee 
for  Community  Health  (HCCH),  a  group  composed 
of  students  from  Baylor  College  of  Medicine, 
the  TSU  Pharmacy  School,  Texas  Women’s  Uni¬ 
versity  Nursing  School  and  various  other  colleges 
and  universities.  The  Center  is  located  in  the 
fifth  Ward,  on  Jensen  St.  near  Lyons  Ave.,  and 
serves  the  residents  of  the  immediate  area. 

The  people  of  this  area  live  in  one  of  the  un- 
healthiest  environments  in  Houston;  poor  heating, 
poor  sanitation,  rats,  roaches  and  malnutrition 
are  chronic  problems.  At  the  same  time,  they 
are  cut  off,  financially  and  geographically,  from 
decent  medical  care.  Private  doctors  in  the 
area  operate  on  a  "cash  only”  basis.  (The 
“rob  from  the  rich,  give  to  the  poor”  ethic  of 
private  medicine  cannot  be  applied  by  a  doctor 
with  no  rich  patients.) 

The  hospitals  with  charity  clinics  are  far  away 
(most  being  in  the  Texas  Medical  Center)  and 
open  only  during  the  day,  when  most  people 
work.  The  Public  Health  Service  installation 
is  closer,  but  is  also  closed  in  the  evening. 
And,  in  general,  the  Fifth  Ward  residents  are 
unaware  of  the  services  that  do  exist,  of  the 
ways  of  using  them,  and  of  the  importance  of 
using  them. 

What  does  this  mean  in  human  terms?  It 
means  that  a  disease  like  measles  may  run  through 
a  whole  family  before  a  working  mother  will  take 
a  day  off  to  see  the  doctor.  It  means  that  people 
with  poeumonia,  tuberculosis  and  cancer  stay  at 
home  and  wait  to  get  better,  rather  than  take  a 
trip  to  a  crowded  (and  often  frightening)  hospital 
clinic. 

It  means  that  a  child  with  an  easily  correctable 
birth  defect  may  go  for  years  without  an  opera¬ 
tion,  because  bis  parents  don't  know  that  the  de¬ 
fect  is  correctable  or  because  they  think  the  oper¬ 
ation  will  be  too  expensive.  It  means  that  men 
and  women  with  major  illnesses  go  to  charlatans 
for  help,  or  dose  themselves  with  worthless  patent 
medicines,  when  useful  treatment  may  be  just  as 
economical.  It  means  that  people  unnecessarily 
suffer  and  die. 

It  is  difficult  for  students,  with  scant  financial 
resources  and  small  knowledge  of  the  turf,  to 
attack  medical  and  social  problems  as  large  and 
complex  as  those  in  Fifth  Ward. 

Two  things  were  immediately  necessary:  first, 
a  facility  in  the  neighborhood,  open  in  the  evening 
to  provide  free  medical  consultation,  and  second, 
a  means  of  providing  the  best  possible  treatment 
for  people  who  needed  it. 

Other  programs  relating  to  the  long-term  needs 
of  the  community(sucbasanimmunizationprogram 
and  a  health  care  education  program)  had  to  be 
initiated  as  soon  as  possible.  The  students  wanted, 
in  all  these  programs,  to  provide  the  maximum  in 
human  dignity  to  the  patients.  They  also  wanted 
(and  this  is  unusual)  to  place  the  operation  under 
community  control. 

The  Houston  Committee  for  Community  Health 
first  met  in  June  of  1968.  The  members,  after 
conducting  a  study  of  the  needs  of  the  community, 
spent  the  fall  of  that  year  establishing  a  med¬ 
ical  facility  on  Jensen  St.  They  gutted  a  small 
store,  killed  the  roaches,  and  refurnished  it, 
setting  up  a  waiting  room,  two  interview  rooms 
and  two  examination  rooms;  they  opened  the 
center  in  January  of  this  year. 

The  first  clinic  of  its  kind  in  the  nation,  it 
was  to  serve  as  a  prototype  for  other  satellite 
clinics  in  other  neighborhoods;  at  the  same  time, 
it  contributed  substantively  to  the  health  care 
delivery  system  in  Fifth  Ward.  This  Medical 
Referral  Center  was  open  once  a  week,  in  the 
evening,  with  a  volunteer  doctor  and  several  med¬ 
ical  students  to  provide  free  checkups.  In  the 
first  few  months  of  operation  they  saw  over  100 
patients,  with  illnesses  ranging  from  ringworm  to 
cancer. 

Providing  treatment  was  more  difficult.  The 
Jensen  St.  facility  has  neither  the  equipment  nor 
the  staff  for  treating  patients.  People  with  suf¬ 
ficient  funds,  and  fairly  simple  problems,  are 
referred  to  private  physicians. 

Others  are  referred  to  the  proper  hospital 
clinics;  these  clinics  are  still  far  away,  they’re 
still  crowded,  and  their  operations  are  still  rather 
mysterious  to  “laymen.”  These  problems  are 
at  least  partially  overcome  by  assigning  a  "pa¬ 
tient  advocate”  to  each  person,  or  family,  referred 
by  the  center. 

The  advocate,  an  undergraduate  or  med  student, 
has  gone  through  an  orientation  to  familiarize  him¬ 
self  with  the  system  operating  in  the  hospital' 
clinics,  and  with  the  services  available  there,  he 
also  gets  to  know  his  patient,  or  family.  It  is  his 
responsibility  to  see  that  the  patient  gets  to  the 
clinic,  that  he  is  treated  with  dignity  while  at 
the  clinic,  and  that  he  understands  and  follows 
up  on  the  recommendations  of  the  attending  physi¬ 
cian. 

Just  how  much  the  advocate  does  depends  upon 
the  individual  situation.  In  some  cases,  particularly 
when  the  patient  is  very  old  or  very  sick,  the  advo¬ 
cate  may  provide  transportation,  stay  with  the  pa¬ 
tient  at  the  clinic,  and  make  regular  checks  to 
see  that  the  treatment  is  progressing  satisfactorily. 
When  the  patient  has  transportation,  and  under¬ 
stands  the  hospital  system,  the  advocate  has  little 
to  do.  The  “patient  advocate”  system  is  not  ideal. 


but  it  does  allow  the  patient  to  make  maximum  use 
of  existing  treatment  facilities. 

By  the  beginning  of  the  summer,  the  two  highest 
priority  items  had  been  taken  care  of:  a  referral 
center  had  been  established,  providing  consultation 
with  a  physician  at  a  time  and  place  convenient 
to  the  majority  of  community  residents,  and  a 
system  had  been  set  up  to  provide  treatment  for 
those  needing  it. 

Over  the  summer,  the  patieht  load  dropped  (people 
feel  healthier  in  thh  summer)  but  the  work  at  the 
center  went  on.  Routine  physical  examinations  were 
given  to  over  1,000  camp-bound  children  from  all 
over  Houston,  and  an  immunization  program  was 
established,  providing  free  diphtheria,  pertussis, 
and  tetanus  shots,  as  weU  as  oral  polio  vaccine. 

During  the  next  year  the  Jensen  staff  wants  to 
reach  more  people  in  the  area.  Students,  working 
with  area  residents,  prepared  a  publicity  campaign 
for  Oct.  4;  they  leafletted  the  area  surrounding  the 
Center,  rapping  with  the  people  about  what  is  being 
done  and  what  the  health  needs  of  the  community 
are. 

Some  of  the  nursing  students  are  working  with  the 
Jensen  Health  Aids  Club,  an  autonomous  group  of 
neighborhood  women,  in  setting  up  basic  health 
classes  for  neighborhood  people.  And  they’re  trying 
to  build  up  a  large  enough  staff  to  handle  the  larger 
patient  loads  they  expect  to  be  handling  once  the 
cold  weather  hits. 

A  good  start  has  been  made,  and  everyone  involved 
is  anxious  to  expand  the  operation,  both  in  Fifth 
Ward  and  in  other  neighborhoods. 

Progress  in  establishing  “community  control” 
over  the  center  has  not  been  as  good.  The  founders 
of  the  Houston  Committee  for  Community  Health 
intended  from  the  start  to  place  the  clinic  under 
the  control  of  the  community,  but  they  had  only  a 
vague  notion  of  what  was  involved  in  such  a  move, 
and  underestimated  its  crucial  importance  in  estab¬ 
lishment  of  community  control. 

Problems  came  quickly.  HOPE  Development, 
Inc.,  a  black  self-help  group  which  had  been  working 
with  the  HCCH  in  establishing  the  clinic,  broke  ties 
three  weeks  after  the  clinic  opened. 

They  charged,  among  other  things,  that  the  HCCH 
was  reluctant  to  relinquish  control  to  residents 
of  the  community;  HCCH leaders  claimed  that  HOPE 
was  trying  to  grab  all  power  over  the  clinic  for 
itself.  Regardless  of  the  truth  of  the  charges  and 
countercharges,  the  whole  affair  put  the  HCCH  in 
a  difficult  position  in  the  community. 

Realizing  now  the  importance  of  establishing 
community  control,  the  HCCH  completely  rewrote 
their  bylaws,  establishing  (in  theory;  a  Community 
Board  of  Directors  with  complete  control  over  the 
policies  and  activities  of  the  Referral  Center;  the 
HCCH  would  provide  staff,  equipment,  funds  and  ad¬ 
vice. 

Afraid  to  manipulate  the  community  in  any  way, 
they  left  the  size  of  the  Community  Board,  the  inter¬ 
nal  structure  of  the  Board,  and  the  method  of 
selection  of  Board  members,  up  to  the  Community 
Board. 

Which  leaves  one  tough  question:  How  is  the  first 
Board,  the  Board  which  will  establish  selectionpro- 
cedures,  to  be  selected?  The  problem  has  not  yet 
been  resolved.  Over  the  summer,  the  HCCH 


contacted  ministers  of  Fifth  Ward  Churches,  the 
principals  of  Fifth  Ward  public  schools  and  other 
area  residents  whom  they  considered  business  and 
community  leaders. 

It  was  hoped  that  these  people  (or  their  repre¬ 
sentatives)  could  get  together  and  organize  a  Com¬ 
munity  Board,  but  this  had  not  yet  been  done.  The 
HCCH  is  moving  slowly  and  carefuUy,  because  the 
Board  which  finally  emerges,  to  be  effective,  must 
be  acceptable  to  both  Fifth  Ward  residents  and 
to  the  volunteer  clinic  staff  following  its  directives. 
Fortunately,  in  the  interim  the  relationship  between 
the  HCCH  and  the  residents  has  remained  good,  and 
negotiations  are  now  underway  to  re-establish  ties 
between  HOPE  and  HCCH. 

On  the  whole,  the  accomplishments  of  the  HCCH 
and  the  Jensen  Street  Medical  Referral  Center  in 
the  first  year  of  operation  have  been  remarkable. 
Students,  working  on  a  low  budget  provided  by 
individuals,  churches  and  "service  organizations,” 
have  established  a  facility  of  real  benefit  to  the 
Fifth  Ward  residents.  They  have  proven  that  the 
concept  of  “sateUite  clinics”  in  the  neighborhoods, 
a  concept  previously  scorned  by  doctors  and  hospital 
authorities,  is  workable.  They  have  provided  many 
people,  inside  and  outside  the  medical  profession, 
with  valuable  experience  in  the  practice  of  “human¬ 
ist  medicine.”  (This  is  a  beautiful  thing.  At  a 
recent  HCCH  meeting,  one  medical  student  told  the 
group  that  a  doctor  must  learn  to  love  his  patients; 
most  med  students  just  don’t  talk  that  way.’ 

And  once  community  control  is  established, and 
Fifth  Ward  residents  are  operating  their  own  med¬ 
ical  facility,  they  will  have  gone  a  long  way 
toward  overcoming  the  racism  which  poisons  most 
white-initiated  activities  in  the  black  community. 

A  lot  more  remains  to  be  done.  The  Jensen 
Referral  Center,  as  a  low-budget  storefront  oper¬ 
ation,  barely  scratches  the  surface  of  the  health 
problems  of  the  Fifth  Ward.  Other  neighborhoods 
(not  all  of  them  poor  neighborhoods)  also  need 
free  medical  facilities. 

HCCH  is  improving  its  operation  on  Jensen 
St.,  and  planning  to  move  into  other  neighborhoods, 
but  the  process  is  slow.  It  will  take  a  long  time, 
a  lot  of  money  and  large  commitments  on  the  part 
of  many  people  to  establish  adequate  satellite 
facilities  in  all  the  neighborhoods  that  need  them. 

Finally,  there  are  many  things  that  the  HCCH,  as 
an  apolitical  humanist  group,  cannot  do. 

It  does  not  challenge  those  institutions  which 
made  the  Fifth  Ward  into  a  health  care  disaster 
area.  Private  medicine  still  operates  as  a  profit¬ 
making  enterprise  (with  all  that  implies).  The 
hospitals  are  still  dehumanizing  and  inadequate,  but 
very  expensive. 

The  medical  schools  still  tend  to  treat  disease 
as  an  aberration  in  a  delicate  machine;  as  a  result, 
most  of  the  graduates  seem  to  be  highly  skilled 
technicians  with  small  regard  forhumanproblems. 

And  American  society  still  forces  the  poor,  black 
and  white,  to  live  in  neighborhoods  which  are,  among 
other  things,  physically  unhealthy. 

All  these  institutions  have  to  be  challenged  sooner 
or  later  by  people  inside  and  outside  the  medical 
professions.  Until  that  is  done,  facilities  like  the 
Jensen  Referral  Center  will  function  as  small 
pockets  of  humanist  practice  within  an  overall 
system  which  is  basically  anti-human. 


Sitting-in  the  waiting  room  at  Jensen  Clinic. 


Moratorium  ••• 
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that  are  respected  by  any  upstanding 
American  citizen.  And  it’s  not  going 
to  be  one  of  those  violent  student 
demonstrations,  it’s  going  to  be  well- 
mannered  and  mild  —  moratorium. 

The  word  says  a  lot  because  it 
says  so  little.  Even  for  people  who 
understand  what  the  word  means  it 
doesn’t  have  any  gut  meaning,  like  the 
word  strike.  People  will  stop  their 
routine  schoolwork  to  “discuss  the 
issues.’’  So  it  will  be  quiet  and  orderly 
and  a  lot  of  hot-shot  liberals  will  get 
into  the  act  and  it  will  get  a  lot 
of  attention  from  The  New  York  Times 
and  people  like  that  --  and  it  may  help 
quite  a  bit  in  its  own  way. 

Because  although  they  may  not  like 
to  admit  it,  all  of  these  people  are 
acting  to  support  anti-imperialist  for¬ 
ces.  Sure,  the  Columbia  University 
Senate  votes  to  say  “this  body  agrees 
that  the  most  reasonable  plan  for 
peace  is  the  immediate  withdrawal  of 
all  U.S.  troops’’  more  to  pacify  the 
people  here  at  home  than  to  help  the 
Viet  Cong  defeat  the  imperialist  ag¬ 
gressors. 


Moratorium 


In  Houston 


Students  at  Rice  and  the  University 
of  Houston  are  planning  local  activi¬ 
ties  tied  in  with  the  national  Mora¬ 
torium  program  scheduled  October  15. 
(See  story  this  page.) 

At  the  University  of  Houston  the 
U  of  H  Committee  to  End  the  War  is 
proposing  “that  the  normal  daily  aca¬ 
demic  routine  be  supplemented  by  a 
program  of  education  and  evaluation 
of  the  war  and  a  time  to  share  the 
burden  of  sorrow  imposed  on  the  al¬ 
most  40,000  American  families  who 
have  lost  sons,  husbands  and  brothers 
in  Vietnam.” 

Planned  activities  include  lectures 
and  discussion  groups,  anti-war  films, 
theater  and  continuous  readings  of 
the  Vietnam  War  dead. 

Similar  activities  are  planned  at 
Rice.  A  teach-in  will  be  held  under 
the  arch  at  Lovett  Hall  at  2  p.m. 

At  3:30  there  will  be  a  procession 
from  the  teach-in  to  the  Miller  Amphi¬ 
theater  at  Hermann  Park  where  there 
will  be  a  rally  at  4  p.m.  Speakers 
will  include  UjS.  Congressman  Bob 
Eckhart  and  State  Senator  Barbara 
Jordan. 


Sure  Steady  Eddy  Muskie  supports 
the  moratorium  because  he  thinks  it 
will  put  the  heat  on  Nixon  in  1972. 
Sure  the  people  who  are  organizing  the 
thing  in  the  first  place  —  like  Sam 
Brown  of  clean-for-Gene  fame,  and 
Allard  Lowenstein  who  got  into  Con¬ 
gress  by  opposing  the  war  —  are  into 
this  kind  of  thing  because  it  keeps  kids 
“inside  the  system”  rather  than  be¬ 
cause  they  belieVe  that  a  majority  of 
the  people  in  South  Vietnam  already 
live  under  NLF  administration  and 
infinitely  prefer  it  to  the  Saigon  regime. 
Just  last  week  Lowenstein  instructed 
people  not  to  participate  in  the  mam¬ 
moth  march  on  Washington  slated  for 
Nov.  15  because  “It’s  being  run  by 
communists.” 

So,  what  now?  Let  them  do  their 
thing.  Anything  that  gets  those  troops 
home  is  helping  the  NLF.  And  we  know 
from  experience  that  Lowenstein’s  les¬ 
sons  in  the  wonders  of  the  system  tend 
to  convince  a  lot  of  people  that  the 
system  is  full  of  shit.  A  few  years 
ago  the  big  fight  was  over  immediate 
withdrawal  versus  negotiations.  And 
now  aU  these  people  are  coming  out 
for  immediate  withdrawal  and  a  senator 
from  Nixon’s  own  party  (Charles  Good  - 
eU  of  New  York)  is  pushing  for  a  law 
saying  all  troops  have  to  be  out  by  the 
end  of  1970. 

We’ve  got  to  understand  that  they’re 
where  they’re  at  now  because  we  were 
there  before  them.  Because  we  knew 
a  long  time  ago  that  this  war  was 
screwing  the  people  in  Vietnam  and  here 
at  home,  sending  kids  off  to  get  killed 
in  a  war  against  people  who  were 
fighting  for  independence,  and  for  their 
own  land,  people  who  were  tired  of 
giving  their  crops  to  the  big  landlords 
and  other  fat  cats  in  Saigon,  Paris, 
New  York,  Washington,  and  Chicago. 
It’s  their  business,  these  professional 
liberals,  to  be  about  ten  steps  behind 
the  people  and  try  to  keep  them  cool 
and  try  to  keep  the  heat  down.  So 
we  don’t  spend  a  lot  of  time  fighting 
it.  We  know  what  they’re  into,  and 
we  make  it  as  clear  as  possible  —  by 
pushing  ahead  as  hard  as  we  can,  up 
there  ten  steps  beyond  them. 

We’ll  strike  on  Oct.  15  and  on  Oct.  11, 
and  on  Nov.  8  and  on  Nov.  15.  We’U 
be  moving  in  the  streets  again  and  again, 
months  from  now  when  they’re  trying 
to  think  of  new  ways  to  pacify,  co¬ 
opt  or,  if  necessary,  smash  the  move¬ 
ment.  ‘Cause  the  whole  thing’s  coming 
down.  And  they’U  always  be  far  behind. 


Man  in  a  work-shirt, 
job  got  laid  off, 
can’t  be  paid  off, 

’cause  now  he’s  getting  pissed  off. 

Look  out  pigs, 

you’re  gonna  get  hit .  . . 


U  OF  H  14  HEARING 


The  political  repression  case  of  the 
“University  of  Houston  14”  —  involv¬ 
ing  14  student  activists,  blacks  and 
whites,  charged  with  riot  and  inciting 
to  riot  last  March  —  will  come  to 
trial  this  month.  The  “riot”  grew 
out  of  a  struggle  for  black  demands 
initiated  by  UH  Afro-Americans  for 
Black  Liberation  (AABL)and  supported 
by  SDS. 

A  federal  hearing  on  an  injunction 
filed  by  the  defendants  to  have  the 
Texas  riot  statutes  declared  uncon¬ 


stitutional  will  be  held  on  Monday, 
October  13,  at  1  p.m.  in  Judge  Noel’s 
court  in  the  Federal  Building,  515 
Rusk.  The  hearing  is  open  to  the 
public. 

The  trial  of  AABL  leaders  Eugene 
Locke  and  Dwight  Allen,  and  Margie 
Haile  of  SDS,  three  of  the  UH  14,  will 
begin  on  Monday,  October  20,  in  County 
Court  #2  on  the  seventh  floor  of  the 
county  courthouse,  301  San  Jacinto. 
Be  there! 

FREE  ALL  POLITICAL  PRISONERS! 
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NLF  prisoners  on  public  display  (in  violation  of 
Geneva  Convention)  in  South  Vietnam.  Sign  around 
the  woman's  neck  says  "Here:  a  cruel  communist 
agent."  -LNS  photo. 


Vietnam: 

Racist  Red  Cross 


by  Hugo  HU1 

SAIGON  (LNS)  —  Have  you  ever 
wondered  why  the  North  Vietnamese 
government  doesn’t  permit  the  Inter¬ 
national  Red  Cross  to  inspect  its  prison 
camps?  The  official  reason  is  that 
there  is  no  declared  war  in  Vietnam 
and  that  captured  American  pilots, 
therefore,  are  not  prisoners-of-war 
(POWs)  but  criminals  under  the  juris¬ 
diction  of  the  Democratic  Republic 
of  Vietnam. 

That’s  not  a  bad  reason,  but  there’s 
a  better  one.  It  was  unwittingly  pro¬ 
vided  me  by  Christian  Hauser,  head  of 
the  International  Red  Cross  delegation 
in  South  Vietnam.  Mr.  Hauser,  a 
Swiss,  convinced  me  that  the  interna¬ 
tional  Red  Cross  is  not  the  neutral 
body  that  it  claims  to  be  but  is  rather 
a  stronghold  of  white  racism. 

Being  already  familiar  with  the  tor¬ 
ture  routinely  inflicted  on  captured 
Liberation  soldiers  (NLF)  in  the  south, 
I  went  to  see  Mr.  Hauser  in  order 
to  learn  the  Red  Cross  position. 

“I  have  never  beard  a  reliable  re¬ 
port  of  torture,”  said  Hauser,  who  has 
been  here  for  15  months. 

“ReaUy?”  I  exclaimed. 

“WeU,  let’s  say  it’s  very  rare,”  he 
replied  thoughtfully. 

“You’ve  surely  seen  the  handcuffed 
prisoners  displayed  in  the  streets,”  I 
continued.  “Has  the  Red  Cross  pro¬ 
tested  that?” 

The  innocent  Swiss:  “I’ve  never  seen 
such  a  thing.” 

(I  have  seen  it  at  least  half  a  dozen 


times,  without  ever  looking  for  it.) 

“In  general,”  I  inquired,  “howwould 
you  characterize  the  treatment  of  POWs 
by  the  Saigon  government?” 

Hauser  thought  about  it  for  a  minute, 
and  then  replied,  “I  think  it  is  as  good 
as  you  can  expect  from  Asiatics.” 

“Does  it  meet  the  standards  of  the 
1949  Geneva  Convention?”  I  asked. 

Hauser  leaned  across  his  desk  and 
explained  solemnly,  “You  have  to  re¬ 
member  that  the  Geneva  Convention  was 
written  by  white  people  —  white  peo¬ 
ple  who  had  little  experience  with  Ne¬ 
groes  and  yellows.  Rules  for  white  peo¬ 
ple  are  one  thing;  we’re  civilized. 
But  in  these  countries  things  are  dif¬ 
ferent.  Asiatics  have  a  different  at¬ 
titude  toward  suffering  and  death.” 

Hauser  speaks  for  the  International 
Red  Cross  here.  If  he  says  every¬ 
thing  is  all  right,  then,  officiaUy, 
everything  is  adl  right.  Any  ex¬ 
prisoner  can  give  a  vivid  account  of 
torture,  but  Hauser,  who  doesn’t  speak 
Vietnamese  anyway,  would  not  be  likely 
to  take  the  word  of  an  “Asiatic.” 

The  Red  Cross  chief  believes  that 
white  people  are  more  civilized  than 
“Negroes  and  yellows,”  the  evidence 
of  napalm,  defoliation  and  B-52s  not¬ 
withstanding. 

Why  then  should  the  independent 
North  Vietnamese  government  (yeUow) 
let  the  International  Red  Cross  judge 
its  treatment  of  American  pilots 
(white)? 


Community  Builds  on 
HCCAA  Failure 


The  Harris  County  Community  Action 
Association  (HCCAA),  the  federal  agen¬ 
cy  that  administers  most  of  the  “War 
on  Poverty”  programs  for  the  Houston 
area,  has  been  discredited  throughout 
the  city’s  ‘‘poverty  areas"  for  some 
time  now. 

The  agency,  and  the  national  prog¬ 
rams  it  administers,  were  designed  not 
to  work,  and  they  haven’t.  HCCAA 
receives  an  annual  budget  of  approxi¬ 
mately  $12  million  a  year,  of  which 
about  85%  goes  in  payments  of  the 
salaries  of  HCCAA ’s  wide -flung  staff. 

It  was  something  of  a  surprise,  then, 
when  HCCAA  announced  suddenly  last 
spring  that  it  was  closing  down  a  num¬ 
ber  of  neighborhood  centers  man  ‘‘eco¬ 
nomy”  move. 

Now  a  neighborhood  center  is  by  no 
means  a  solution  to  anybody’s  prob¬ 
lems.  It  doesn’t  raise  people’s  miser¬ 
able  wages.  It  doesn’t  provide  decent 
housing. 

But  it  does  provide  a  place  for  peo¬ 
ple  to  get  together  and  discuss  their 
problems,  and  that’s  something. 

One  of  the  centers  that  HCCAA  was 
closing  was  the  State  and  Silver  Center, 
located  in  a  Chicano  community  in  the 
Sixth  Ward. 

The  people  there  had  had  enough  of 
HCCAA,  and  a  group  of  them  got  to¬ 
gether  and  decided  to  re-open  the  cen¬ 
ter  by  themselves.  They  had  learned 
that  their  true  strength  lay  in  uniting 
togethei  to,  act,  not  in  waiting  for  the 
"friendly  government”  to  "help”  them 
out.  They  had  learned  to  look  on 
HCCAA  as  their  enemy,  not  their 


friend. 

The  job  they  faced  —  to  open  the 
center  without  federal  funding  —  was  no 
easy  task.  The  building  that  served 
as  the  Center  had  deteriorated  con¬ 
siderably  when  it  was  vacated.  Win¬ 
dows  were  broken,  and,  of  course,  all 
the  furniture  had  been  removed  by 
HCCAA.  There  was  a  rotting  garage 
behind  the  building  that  served  no  pur¬ 
pose,  detracted  from  the  Center’s 
appearance,  and  took  igi  potentially  use¬ 
ful  space  in  the  backyard. 

It  was  clear  to  the  residents  that 
their  first  task  would  be  simply  to  get 
the  building  into  workable  shape  again. 
And  of  course  they  had  to  find  some 
way  of  paying  the  rent. 

On  weekends  all  during  the  summer, 
neighborhood  men  gathered  at  State  and 
Silver  and  started  the  physical  work. 
Mr.  Victor  Granados,  a  construction 
worker  who  lives  near  the  center, 
volunteered  to  lead  this  part  of  the 
project.  The  garage  was  torn  down, 
and  work  began  on  restoring  the  in¬ 
side. 

The  progression  of  the  physical  work 
is  a  real  tribute  to  the  determination 
of  the  neighborhood.  Most  of  the  men 
already  had  strenuous  jobs,  and  it  is 
not  easy  to  give  up  one’s  weekend  for 
more  of  the  same,  especially  in  the 
heat  of  a  Houston  summer. 

But  the  job  got  done. 

Help  also  came  from  an  unexpected 
quarter.  A  young  Chicano  named 
Rene  Ortega,  a  member  of  the  Jaycees, 
became  interested  in  the  project  and 
won  his  organization  over  to  the  idea 


The  State  and  Silver  Center 


of  providing  support  for  the  State  and 
Silver  Center.  The  Jaycees  have 
pledged  to  furnish  the  center’s  interior 
and  to  help  with  fund-raising. 

Ortega  was  subsequently  elected 
president  of  the  neighborhood  club,  the 
group  of  residents  who  are  running  the 
center.  The  club  has  begun  to  get 
the  center  functioning  again. 

Right  now,  classes  in  English, sew¬ 
ing,  and  citizenship  —  all  taught  by 
neighborhood  residents  —  are  under¬ 


way. 

The  club  hopes  to  open  a  day-care 
center  at  State  and  Silver  soon,  a 
project  that  becomes  more  and  more  a 
necessity  as  inflation  forces  more  and 
more  women  to  seek  jobs  to  supple¬ 
ment  their  families’  already  marginal 
incomes. 

To  solve  its  financial  problems,  the 
club  is  holding  a  big  dance  on  Friday, 
October  17  at  the  Club  Madrid,  1815 
Washington  Avenue.  Donation  is  one 
dollar.  For  information,  call  862-2319. 


Food  Stamp  Farce 


Food  stamps  are  the  darlings  of  the 
"Anti-Hunger  Program,"  the  loose 
collection  of  surveys,  speeches,  pilot 
programs  and  doles  that  the  federal^ 
government,  in  an  orgy  of  "concern,” 
has  made  fashionable.  Liberal  sen¬ 
ators  call  for  their  expansion  and 
Houston  Welfare  touts  them  as  “Some¬ 
thing  New."  All  of  this  hides  the  fact 
that  food  stamps,  like  commodities, 
help  no  one  so  much  as  the  food  indus¬ 
try  --  the  industry  whose  meat,  fish 
and  poultry  prices  have  increased  as 
much  this  year  as  in  the  ten  preced¬ 
ing  years  altogether. 

Ted  Britton,  county  welfare  official, 
put  it  bluntly.  One  of  the  purposes 
of  food  stamps,  he  said,  was  to  pro¬ 
vide  a  market  for  agricultural  pro¬ 
ducts.  Welfare  officials  have  told  mer¬ 
chants  that  their  sales  would  increase 
as  much  as  15%  under  the  food  stamp 
program. 

These  are  strong  selling  points  for 
grocers  and  growers.  B  it  what  do  food 
stamps  mean  for  the  welfare  recipi¬ 
ents  who  have  to  use  them'1 

First  of  all,  an  intrusion  of  the 
beneficient  Houston  Welfare  into  fam¬ 
ily  budgeting.  A  client  is  "budgeted” 
for  a  certain  number  of  food  stamps 
a  month.  He  pays  a  dollar  amount 
and  receives  a  "bonus"  in  free  stamps. 

But  the  amount  a  recipient  buys 
is  fixed  by  a  mysterious  formula  that 
seems  to  exist  only  in  the  mind  of  a 
caseworker.  For  example,  one  family 
of  six  on  welfare  is  paying  $10  a 
month  for  $90  worth  of  stamps.  Ano¬ 
ther  family  of  six,  also  on  welfare, 
is  paying  $97  a  month  for  $120  worth 
of  stamps.  A  family  cannot  buy  fewer 
stamps  than  the  caseworker  says  they 
need,  cannot  refund  unused  stamps  for 
cash,  and  cannot  skip  a  month  or  two 
without  being  cut  off  from  theprogram. 

The  concrete  results  can  be  dis¬ 
astrous.  Food  is  one  of  the  few  flex¬ 
ible  items  in  poor  people’s  budgets. 
A  family  can  manage  to  tide  over  a 
tight  period  with  credit  from  a  grocer, 
small  loans  or  simply  by  doing  with¬ 
out.  You  can't  pay  for  medicine  that 
way  --  and  welfare  only  pays  for  half 
the  price  of  prescriptions.  You  can’t 
fight  that  kind  of  battle  for  time  with 
the  landlord, or  utilitycompanies.  Food 
Stamps  tell  poor  people,  "It’s  dis¬ 
graceful  of  you  to  let  vourself  go 


hungry.  And  we’re  going  to  see  that 
you  doD’t,  even  if  it  means  having  you 
go  sick  and  unhoused.  Besides,  you’re 
too  dumb  to  decide  for  yourself  how 
much  you  need  to  spend  on  food.’’ 

Once  a  happy  family  receives  their 
arbitrary  amount  of  food  stamps  —  and 
if  they  don’t  live  in  the  inner-city  they’d 
better  be  sharp  about  getting  to  the  branch 
offices  on  the  two  days  a  month  they’re 
open  —  they  face  endless  restrictions. 
You  buy  food  and  nothing  else.  No 
soap,  no  cleaning  tools,  no  aspirin,  no 
roach  powder.  As  one  welfare  mother 
said,  "We  do  wash  occasionally.”  And 
no  imported  items,  except  for  coffee, 
tea,  salt,  pepper,  and  bananas.  Again, 
the  program  serves  the  big  importers, 
like  United  Fruit,  but  not  the  chicano 
welfare  mother,  who  might  like  to  buy 
some  comino  seed  now  and  then.  The 
welfare’s  unspoken  rationale  for  these 
restrictions  is  racist.  "If  poor  people 
have  money,  they’ll  let  their  children 
go  hungry  and  spend  it  on  beer  and 
cigarettes.” 

Welfare  mothers  aren’t  taking  this 
humiliating,  cynical  treatment  lying 
down.  Members  of  the  National  Wel¬ 
fare  Rights  Organization  (NWRO)  have 


raised  the  slogan,  "The  only  good  food 
stamp  is  a  dollar  bill!”  And  they  intend 
to  make  it  stick. 

In  Houston,  NWRO  members  have 
held  two  demonstrations  at  the  County 
Welfare  Office,  one  on  September  23, 
the  other  on  October  1.  They  called 
for  money  grants  to  replace  food 
stamps,  or  at  least  for  some  elemen¬ 
tary  rights.  They  want  the  right  to 
cash  in  unused  stamps,  to  decide  for 
themselves  how  many  stamps  to  buy 
and  to  use  stamps  to  buy  the  things 
they  need. 

The  mothers  prepared  for  the  actions 
by  leafletting  commodity  lines.  Twen¬ 
ty  people  came  to  the  first  demon¬ 
stration.  They  were  locked  inside  the 
State  Welfare  Office  for  two  hours. 
They  returned  a  week  later,  bringing 
new  people  and  raising  their  demand 
more  strongly  to  the  County  Welfare, 
which  distributes  food  stamps.  Coun¬ 
ty  Welfare  met  the  mothers  with  in¬ 
difference,  condescension  and  the  male 
chauvanist  attitude  that  the  militant 
women  were  a  bunch  of  hysterical  fe¬ 
males.  But  NWRO  says  that  the 
fight  is  only  beginning. 


leviathan 


HASSLE  ME  NOT 

Hassle  me  not  with  bureaucratic  rot, 
men  of  greedy  minds. 

You  scream  and  you  wail, 

"Let  law  and  order  prevail,” 

as  free  thinkers  you  jail; 

for  justice  you’ve  long  since  forgot. 

Transgress  me  no  more 
with  your  clamour  for  war, 
men  who  fear  the  world. 

You’ve  gone  much  too  far; 
we  all  wear  your  scars. 

Your  bidding  no  longer  we  do; 

You’re  dying,  hereafter, 
shall  be  done  only  by  you. 

Your  oppressions  now  cease; 
just  leave  us  with  peace, 
workshippers  of  the  past. 

For  with  the  new  dawn, 

Intellectual  man  has  now  come. 

To  your  ancestors’  grave 
soon  you’ll  be  cast. 

Pollute  no  more  the  air; 
there  is  little  left  to  spare, 
rapist  of  the  land. 

You’ve  misused  this  earth 
in  your  greed  to  be  first 
while  ignoring  this 
gross  waste  at  your  hand. 

Starvation  be  gone; 
you’ve  been  here  too  long, 
impoverished  men  can  attest. 

We  will  no  longer  abide 
when  half  humanity  is  denied 
food  to  let  them  grow  strong. 

Power  lobbies  dissolve; 
no  more  issues  resolve. 

You’ve  been  too  long 

wealth’s  lap  dog; 

dictating  what’s  foolish  or  wise. 

It’s  time  to  repent. 

No  more  money  be  spent 
on  '/am  toys  to  destory  our  lives. 

Corrupt  politicians  subside. 

They  no  longer  can  lie 
and  cheat  their  way  to  the  top. 

For  compassion  has  been  sprung 

and  now,  freely  runs 

from  young  hearts,  never  to  stop. 

The  time  ha$  now  come 
men  of  power,  succumb! 

Your  perspective’s  all  wrong. 

Put  power  in  place; 

from  front  to  rear,  so  displace, 

to  propel  us  in  space. 

And  together  we  shall  race 
for  the  stars. 

(c)  R.W.  TRASK  1969 


Astro  Militia  vs  ROTC 


by  Karolyn  Kendrick 

Grooving  on  the  sun  and  their  own 
adventurism ,  200  Rice  University 
freaks,  who  had  dubbed  themselves 
Astro-Militia,  mocked  Army  ROTC 
drills  in  an  action  only  a  little  more 
politically  oriented  than  a  pop  festival. 
The  decisively  unmilitant  war  protest¬ 
ors  were  more  or  less  led  by  members 
of  Rice’s  newly  formed  Young  Amer¬ 
icans  for  Freedom,  who  the  week  be¬ 
fore  had  opened  their  fall  offensive 
with  a  panty  raid  on  the  women’s 


Unrest  in  the 
Southwest 

Things  are  bubbling  out  there  in 
the  southwest  area  high  schools.  Here’s 
a  brief,  and  admittedly  incomplete, 
rundown  on  a  few  incidents  which 
occurred  during  the  last  two  weeks. 

At  Bellaire  a  student  council  spon¬ 
sored  referendum  was  presented  to  the 
student  body  on  hair  and  dress  regu¬ 
lations.  The  question  was,  who  should 
have  the  right  to  make  those  deci¬ 
sions:  the  administration,  the  student 
council,  or  the  individual?  The  re¬ 
sult  of  the  referendum  (representing 
only  about  two-thirds  of  the  enroll¬ 
ment  since  some  teachers  refused  to 
hand  out  the  ballots)  was  as  follows: 
1,520  for  the  individual,  750  for  the 
student  council,  450  for  the  adminis¬ 
tration.  In  response,  Bellaire  Prin¬ 
cipal  Harlan  Andrews  declared  the 
referendum  null  and  void,  saying  that 
it  had  not  been  authorized  by  him. 
Only  a  week  before  Andrews  had  been 
urging  students  to  channel  their  griev¬ 
ances  through  the  student  council. 

Bellaire  students  are  preparing  to 
publish  a  newspaper  sometime  this 
week  called  “Plain  Brown  Watermel¬ 
on.” 

Leafletting  has  occurred  at  almost 
all  southwest  high  schools.  The  most 
frequent  point  of  dissent  is  the  hair 
and  dress  code,  but  as  little  ground 
is  gained  in  (his  fight  the  range  of 
issues  invariably  broadens.  At  Spring 
Woods  a  test  case  is  being  prepared 
to  challenge  the  constitutionality  of 


colleges. 

The  militia  force  cavorted  about  the 
ROTC  memas  they  were  marched  to  the 
football  stadium  parking  lot  to  learn  how 
to  hold  their  M-l’s.  Incidentally,  this 
military  nicety  is  irrelevant  to  most 
of  the  cadets,  since  one  of  the  recruit¬ 
ing  points  of  the  Rice  ROTC  program 
is  that  graduates,  because  of  their 
training,  are  more  likely  to  be  used 
in  technological  positions  in  the  army 
than  in  combat. 

The  good-humored  freaks,  unboth¬ 
ered  by  subtleties  such  as  these,  burned 


grooming  restrictions. 

Though  there  have  been  numerous 
expulsions  and  suspensions,  the  only 
reported  arrest  took  place  before 
school  in  the  cafeteria  at  Madison  High 
School.  Madison  students  had  request¬ 
ed  help  from  Bellaire  in  preparing  and 
distributing  leaflets,  and  on  Wednesday 
of  last  week  two  Bellaire  students,  a 
boy  and  a  girl,  were  busted  for  leaf¬ 
letting  at  Madison.  The  girl  was 
later  released  as  a  juvenile,  but  the  boy, 
Harrell  Graham,  was  charged  with 
trespassing  and  loitering.  His  trial 
is  set  for  11  a.m.  October  16atCorpor- 
ation  Court,  61  Reisner  Street.  Bell- 
aire’s  Watermelon  Committee  is  en¬ 
couraging  as  many  people  as  possible 
to  attend  the  trial  in  a  show  of  support 
for  Harrell.  Contact  Space  City  News 
for  the  room  number. 

A  free  rock  concert,  sponsored  by 
students  from  Lamar,  Westbury,  and 
Bellaire,  has  been  scheduled  for  stu¬ 
dents  at  those  schools  on  Wednesday, 
October  8  at  Jubilee  Hall. 

And  at  Sharpstown  “Phlashlyte,”the 
independent  student  newspaper  that 
caused  all  the  uproar  last  year,  reap¬ 
peared  on  campus. 


All  of  which  proves,  friends,  that 
the  times  indeed  are  a’changing. 


baby  dolls,  divided  into  good  and  bad 
forces  and  played  red  rover,  and  snake 
danced  around  the  scattered  ROTC 
training  groups,  who  attempted  to  carry 
on  in  a  military  fashion  business  as 
usual.  On  the  sidelines,  non-aligned 
jocks  kept  score.  The  Hippies  scored 
a  definite  touchdown  when  a  light  plane 
buzzed  overhead  dropping  mimeo¬ 
graphed  notes  that  read:  “This  is 
Astro-protest.  If  this  were  napalm, 
you’d  be  dead."  Hippie  drill  ser¬ 
geants  appointed  work  forces  to  police 
the  area. 


Strike  on  the 


North  Side 


A  student  strike  last  week  at  Mac- 
Arthur  Senior  High  School  and  nearby 
Hambrick  Junior  High  kept  nearly  a 
quarter  of  the  students  at  both  schools 
absent  over  the  three -day  strike  period, 
October  1-3. 

MacArthur  and  Hambrick  are  located 
on  Houston’s  north  side,  in  the  Aldine 
School  District.  The  student  bodies 
are  composed  primarily  of  whites  from 
working-class  families,  with  a  minority 
of  blacks  and  chicanos. 

A  spokesman  from  the  North  Side 
Student  Association,  a  student  group 
which  works  in  the  surrounding  neigh¬ 
borhood  on  projects  for  self-determin¬ 
ation  and  community  control,  told  Space 
City  News  that  the  strike  was  called 
to  mobilize  support  for  the  NSSA’s  ten 
demands  for  a  more  relevant  and  demo¬ 
cratic  educational  system  for  the  north 
side  (listed  in  issue  #5,  Aug.  28,  of 
SCN). 

The  spokesman  said,  “We  want  to 
let  the  administration  know  we  mean 
business,  and  that  they  can’t  dismiss 
NSSA  as  a  bunch  of  ‘outsiders’  --  a 
fourth  of  the  students  can’t  be  outsid¬ 
ers!” 

The  NSSA  is  now  forming  a  committee 
composed  of  students  and  neighborhood 
working  people  to  negotiate  the  ten- 
point  program  with  the  school  admin¬ 
istration. 


One  of  the  more  dramatic  moments 
of  the  protest  occurred  when  a  ROTC 
officer  observed  a  girl  draped  in  a  lib¬ 
erated  Rice  Naval  ROTC  flag.  He 
informed  her  that  this  symbol  of  indoc¬ 
trination  American  style  had  cost  $125 
to  replace,  and  then  strode  off  to  find 
security  guards.  The  jock  scorekeep- 
ers  tallied  up  another  touchdown  for 
the  Hippies. 

By  this  time,  some  of  the  more  “mil¬ 
itant”  of  the  protestors  were  growing 
impatient  with  the  fun  and  games  and 
decided  to  intrude  on  ROTC  territory. 
About  50  of  them  joined  hands  around 
a  small  ROTC  group  and  began  a  game 
of  Ring  around  the  ROTC.  Tiring  of 
this  they  formed  a  jeering,  proudly 
ragged  line  behind  a  group  of  train¬ 
ees  who  were  learning  how  to  line  up 
arms-distance  apart.  This  was  too 
much  for  the  uptight  Dean  of  Students, 
who  marched  up  to  a  student  demand¬ 
ing  to  know  who  was  in  charge.  “No 
one,”  the  student  replied.  “ITiis  is 
a  pretty  anarchistic  thing.” 

"Well,”  said  the  Deah  in  a  huff,  "I 
think  you  had  better  tell  people  to 
leave.  This  is  a  regularly  scheduled 
university  course  that  you  are  dis¬ 
rupting.” 

The  brother  shrugged,  "I  can’t  tell 
anyone  to  do  anything.” 

Soon  after  the  ROTC  unit  marched 
back,  once  more  followed  by  the  freaks, 
who  unmilitarily  dispersed  to  partake 
of  electric  kool-aid  at  a  sock  hop  the 
YAF  had  arranged  in  the  courtyard 
of  the  student  center. 

Final  score:  Freaks  24,  ROTC  17. 


MAYO  Confronts 


Catholic  Church 


Representatives  of  MAYO  (Mexican- 
Amorican  Youth  Organization)  demon¬ 
strated  at  the  55th  annual  convention 
of  the  National  Conference  of  Catholic 
Charities  (NCCC)  on  Tuesday,  Sept.  30, 
at  the  Rice  Hotel. 

About  20  MAYO’s,  dressed  in  clothing 
of  their  culture,  entered  the  Rice  Hotel 
on  Tuesday  morning  and  presented  12 
demands  to  the  convention.  MAYO 
stated  that  if  those  demands  were  not 
met,  they  (NCCC)  “cannot  deny  respon¬ 
sibility  for  the  consequences.” 

The  group  walked  en  masse  to  var¬ 
ious  conference  rooms,  supporting  Chi - 
cano  speakers  and  demanding  that  the 
Catholic  Church  become  sensitive  to  the 
problems  of  the  Mexican-American 
people. 

Demands  were  made  on  the  NCCC 
and  the  Houston-Galveston  diocese  to 
establish  a  Chicano  barrio  center  to 
be  run  by  Chicanos,  to  hire  more 
Chicanos  on  the  Chancery  staff  and  to 
establish  a  scholarship  fund  exclusively 
for  Mexican-Americans.  MAYO  also 
demanded  that  Bishop  Murokovsky  “be¬ 
come  more  responsive  to  the  plight  of 
the  Houston  Chicano  community  and  if 
he  cannot  that  he  resign.”  On  the  na 
tional  level  MAYO  demarded 
that  NCCC  abandon  their  patronizing 
attitude  toward  Chicanos  and  support 
the  Mexican  -  American  liberation 
struggle  by  backing  the  National  Grape 
Boycott,  MAYO,  Crusade  For  Justice 
and  other  Chicano  organizations. 

Among  other  demands  were  support 
of  bi-lingual  education,  conscientious 
objection,  advancement  of  Chicanos  in 
the  hierarchy  and  support  of  clergy 
working  with  Chicanos. 

MAYO  also  demanded  that  the  “NCCC 
establish  a  permanent  committee,  with 
power  in  the  decision-making  process 
of  the  conference  and  made  up  of 
Chicanos,  to  deal  explicitly  with  the 
nationwide  Chicano  colony  ...  ” 

The  NCCC  responded  on  Wednesday 
morning  by  adopting  resolutions  sup¬ 
porting  the  Grape  Boycott  and  other 
Mexican-American  liberation  organi¬ 
zations.  In  addition  to  admitting  their 
failure  to  include  local  groups  in  theii 
program,  the  NCCC  “urged”  promotion 
of  Chicanos  to  high  administrative 
levels  in  the  Church  and  support  of 
clergy  who  work  with  the  Mexican- 
American  community. 

The  NCCC  also  supported  the  current 
Congressional  review  of  the  draft. 

It  is  evident  that  the  resolutions 
passed  were  only  token  concessions 
and  that  the  NCCC  has  not  yet  taken 
any  significant  action  to  correct  past 
injustices. 


Rice  Astro-Militia  confronts  ROTC.  photo/Bob  Roosth 

High  School  Action 


This  summer  we  received  a  letter  that  impressed  us  very  much.  It  came  from  a 
high  school  senior  who  identified  himself  only  as  George. 

In  his  letter  George  asked  us  three  questions  about  the  movement  --  questions 
that  seemed  very  much  to  the  point.  The  sort  of  questions  that  we  figure  are  in 
lots  of  people’s  minds. 

We  would  have  answered  George’s  letter  sooner,  but  we  just  haven’t  had  time. 
Things  were  very  hectic  this  sumer,  and  we  thought  that  the  questions  demanded 
more  than  a  cursory  response.  So  we  put  it  off  from  issue  to  issue,  waiting  until 
we  could  discuss  the  answers  in  depth  --  and  write  something  we  could  be 
comfortable  with. 

Well,  we  finally  got  around  to  it,  and  here’s  our  response.  But  one  thing  should 
be  clear:  we  certainly  don’t  consider  these  to  be  anything  near  definitive  state¬ 
ments  of  our  beliefs.  Perhaps  their  best  function  will  be  to  raise  more  questions 
and  stimulate  some  good  heated  dialogue.  Hopefully,  the  letters  pages  of  Space 
City  News  will  serve  as  the  forum  for  that  dialogue. 


What’s  This  Rev 


Dear  Sitters 
and  Brothers, 

1  first  of  all  want  to  personally 
thank  you  for  SCN.  It  is  something 
Houston  needs  and  could  use  more  of. 
a  crowbar  to  open  people’s  heads. 

Let  me  explain  my  background  2nd 
position  and  then  ask  a  few  questions 
and  make  a  few  suggestions. 

1  am  a  high  school  senior  this  fall 
and  turned  on  to  this  beautiful  planet 
(nature  wise)  and  entire  universe  of 
ours  and  turned  off  by  the  establish¬ 
ment,  the  everyday  oppression  1  feel  and 
the  super-patriots  who  are  bent  upon 
destroying  the  earth  in  the  name  of 
democracy  (with  God  on  their  side). 

I  can  relate  to  your  paper  because 
we  are  both  in  the  same  struggle  and 
want  the  same  outcome  (1  believe)  — 
that  being  total  freedom  (is  that  really 
possible  or  just  a  fond  wish?).  I  have 
lived  in  Houston  all  of  my  1?  years  of 
this  life  and  was  brought  up  by  God¬ 
fearing,  comm  inist-hating  but  well 
meaning  Democrat  parents. 

On  the  outside  1  may  look  like  your 
all-American  boy  but  inside  ...  I 
went  through  the  whole  drug  scene 
starting  in  my  sophomore  year  by 
smoking  a  little  weed,  some  hash  when 
I  could  get  it  and  even  the  psyche¬ 
delics  such  as  LSD,  STP,  mescaline. 


peyote  and  all  the  other  assorted 
sacred  sacraments. 

But  now  I  have  settled  down  and  al¬ 
though  I  do  enjoy  an  occasional  smoke 
with  my  friends  (very  occasional  I 
might  add,  not  by  my  own  choice  but 
because  it’s  been  so  dry  this  summer) 

I  wish  now  to  do  something  more 
meaningful  than  being  constantly  stoned 
and  forever  dingy. 

That  is  where  you  come  in.  I  know 
all  of  you  have  experience  in  civill 
rights,  the  protests,  and  the  whole 
movement  and  are  much  older  and 
wiser.  You  have  experienced  more  of 
the  outside  world  and  the  struggles  one 
encounters  if  one  wishes  to  live  an 
alternate  life  style.  So  I  ask  for  your 
advice.  .  .  here  are  a  few  questions. 

1.  As  I  said  before  I  was  brought  up 
to  be  a  communist-hating  individual, 
but  now  through  contact  with  the  move¬ 
ment  through  newspapers  such  as  yours 
I  find  you  people  to  be  very  ready 
to  accept  communism  and  have  them  be 
a  part  of  your  movement.  The  move¬ 
ment  is  not  heading  towards  commu¬ 
nism  is  it?  I  mean  if  we  won  tomor¬ 
row  we  wouldn’t  set  up  a  communis¬ 
tic  form  of  government  such  as  Rus¬ 
sia  or  Red  China  has  would  we? 

Where  does  communism  fit  into  the 
whole  movement,  I  can’t  see  tearing 
down  our  present  form  of  government 
only  to  be  replaced  by  more  oppres¬ 
sion  in  the  form  of  communism.  Sure 


communism  looks  good  on  paper  but 
hasn’t  it  been  shown  that  it  doesn’t 
work?  Prague  wasn’t  exactly  fun  and 
games  and  although  neither  was  Chi¬ 
cago  or  Peoples  Park,  I  just  can’t 
turn  either  way  (towards  fascism  or 
communism,  they  are  both  oppressors 
aren’t  they?).  So  please  explain  to  me 
how  the  movement  feels  toward  govern¬ 
ment. 

Should  we  continue  with  ademocracy 
with  changes,  should  we  live  under 
communism,  or  just  ban  any  form  of 
government  and  live  under  total  free¬ 
dom  (which  would  turn  out  to  be  total 
confusion).  1  am  confused  as  to  what 
the  revolution  would  bring.  Please 
explain . 


2.  The  Black  Panthers.  I  know  that 
the  establishment  papers  print  the 
facts  looking  through  paranoid  eyes  and 
good  old  US  (stand  up  when  I  say  that) 
reasoning.  So  I  was  not  fooled  by  the 
Panther  scare  stories,  but  what  con¬ 
fuses  me  is  the  continuous  use  of  vio¬ 
lence. 

Are  they  truly  only  trying  to  defend 
themselves,  or  are  they  trying  to 
start  the  revolution  early  (it  is  still  too 
early  isn’t  it,  but  sometimes  I  wonder 
with  people  like  Nixon,  Reagan  and  Yorty 
in  control)?  Are  the  Panthers  my  friends 
and  allies  in  this  whole  mess  or  would 
they  just  as  well  shoot  me  down  be¬ 
cause  I  am  white?  Are  they  black  ra¬ 
cists  or  people  really  intent  on  helping 


better  mankind? 

3.  Is  the  revolution  going  to  be  bloody. 
What  I  mean  is  are  we  going  to  have 
to  actually  take  up  arms  and  kill  people 
who  are  really  our  brothers  and  sis¬ 
ters  although  they  don’t  know  it?  Or  is 
it  going  to  be  a  slow  process  with  the 
passing  of  joints  and  eating  of  acid? 
But  we  can’t  rely  on  drugs  to  do  the 
work  .  .  .  we’ve  got  to  convince  them 
and  I  mean  all  of  them  .  .  .  and  we 
can’t  do  that  by  calling  every  cop  a  pig 
and  totally  grossing  out  and  scaring  the 
shit  out  of  little  old  ladies.  Is  the  plan 
to  wait  until  they  all  die  off? 

How  comes  the  revolution  or  is  that 
really  an  unfair  question  that  only 
time  can  answer?  Is  John  Lennon’s 
reasoning  right  or  should  we  listen  to 
Jerry  Rubin  or  Tim  Leary?  Who  are  our 
leaders?  Are  we  our  leaders  unto  our¬ 
selves?  The  whole  movement  seems  to 
be  very  disorganized  when  what  we 
need  most  desperately  is  organization.. 

If  you  could  answer  my  question's  in 
your  paper  that  would  be  nice  and  may 
be  you  could  even  somehow  build  an 
article  around  it’....  I  know  you  will 
think  of  something. 

Good  Luck, 

Struggling, 

George 
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TAN  VC  WITH  SOME  OTHER 
BABV  GfiXORS 


r...  BECAUSE  HELHAD  A60OD 
IDEA  WHERE  ‘uKgftWERE  AT ! 


Curious,  He-  did  a  UTilE 
RESEARCH  And  DISCOVERED. 


.^OME  Di5TuR£>'N6  FACTS  I 

-Xo Ry  \N  Mobile,  AL 


disillusioned  AT  FIRST  HG 

WAS 

At'S  <0* 

0  M0R£S(  1  7 

"\T 


•Ivtion  About? 


Dear 
Geor&e , 


I.  Government 

We  agree  with  your  vision  of  total 
freedom.  And  government  is  something 
we  figure  the  world  could  better  do 
without.  But  we  have  come  to  realize 
that  government  isn’t  something  you 
can  get  rid  of  by  declaring  it  defunct. 
And  that  complete  and  absolute  freedom 
can’t  be  realized  by  “doing  your  thing” 
surrounded  by  the  unfreedom  of  others. 
Most  of  us  have  gone  through  some 
pretty  heavy  changes  in  the  last  few 
years. 

Some  of  us  on  the  paper  have  been 
involved  in  the  movement  for  quite  some 
time  —  since  the  early  civil  rights 
days.  That  was  when  a  generation  of 
youth  suddenly  woke  up  from  the  much- 
publicized  apathy  of  the  “silent  gener¬ 
ation,"  saw  all  this  misery  and  in¬ 
justice  around  them,  and  became  indig¬ 
nant.  They  marched  in  the  south,  de¬ 
manding  that  America  finally  free  its 
slaves.  Soon  the  Vietnam  War  became  a 
central  issue,  and  they  realized  that 


injustice  caused  bythe  UJS.  government 
extended  well  beyond  the  boundaries  of 
the  United  States.  People  became  more 
indignant,  holding  teach-ins  and  giant 
marches.  And  the  war  went  on. 

Meanwhile,  another  phonomena  was 
occurring,  especially  among  more  priv¬ 
ileged  youth  in  America.  People  were 
becoming  aware  of  the  oppression  of 
their  own  empty  lives.  They  began  to 
take  drugs,  discover  sex  and  develop 
in  their  heads  a  vision  of  a  better 
way  to  live  life.  Minds  were  opened 
to  new  possibilities,  utopian  visions 
were  born. 

These  two  pheonomena  blended  to¬ 
gether  to  lay  the  groundwork  for  an 
American  youth  subculture  and  were  the 
vital  ingredients  in  what  became  known 
as  the  movement. 

But  that  movement,  in  the  beginning, 
was  very  naive.  There  was  this  kind  of 
innocence  that  made  us  all  believe  to 
some  extent  or  another,  that  if  we  just 
shouted  loud  enough  and  got  enough 
people  pissed  off,  things  would  change. 
But  the  slaves  didn’t  get  freed,  the 
Vietnam  war  still  goes  on,  America’s 
corporate  fingers  remain  in  most  every 
pie  around  the  world.  Indignation  wasn’t 
enough. 

And,  paralleling  this,  we  tried  to 
build  our  “counter-communities’’;  we 
sought  out  Freedom  and  tried  to  live 
out  our  dreams.  We  developed  a  cultur¬ 
al  idiom:  made  new  music,  let  out  hair 
grow,  lived  together  communally.  But 
this  too,  proved  impossible.  We  were 


busted  by  the  cops  and  hassled  by  the 
tourists.  The  "hip"  promotors  saw 
great  possibilities  for  capitalizing  on 
this  new  thing.  They  emptied  out  our  guts 
and  sold  us,  long  hair,  peace  symbols 
and  V  signs,  bell  bottoms  and  dope, 
back  to  the  American  people:  a  lively 
new  curiosity,  cleansed  of  its  subver¬ 
sive  entrails. 

We  learned  some  important  lessons. 
Concerning  our  odyssey  after  instant 
freedom,  we  found  out  that  you  can’t 
escape  the  system.  The  corporate, 
competitive  mentality  is  everywhere, 
including  your  own  bead.  (It’s  been 
drummed  into  you  for  so  long  that  you 
can’t  cleanse  yourself  completely:  it's 
always  hovering  in  some  hidden  recess 
of  your  mind.) 

And  even  if  you  could  find  Nirvana 
in  the  monster’s  belly  —  it  would  be  a 
peace  soaked  in  hypocrisy  and  the 
world’s  blood.  This  country  allows 
some  the  leisure  to  seek  after  our 
heads;  but  this  is  only  possible  because 
peasants  in  South  America  and  Vietnam 
and  black  and  brown  people  in  this 
country  are  forced  to  slave  for  a  pit¬ 
tance  to  enable  American  corporations 
to  compound  their  profits.  What  kind  of 
freedom  is  it  that  ignores  the  misery 
of  your  neighbors? 

Such  experiences  as  these  have  led 
the  movement  in  general  to  one  very 
important  conclusion:  real  freedom  is 
impossible  under  capitalism.  The  par¬ 
liamentary  “democracy”  we  are 
granted  is  in  truth  a  sham,  a  smoke¬ 
screen.  All  real  decisions  in  this  coun¬ 
try  are  defined  by  the  marketplace. 
The  giant  corporations  divide  up  the 
spoils. 

To  get  involved  in  the  electoral 
process,  in  the  fight  for  reforms,  is  a 
kind  of  death.  No  real  victory  there  is 
possible,  because  the  true  source  of 
power  lies  outside  the  public  arena: 
a  very  small  percentage  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  people  pull  the  pursestrings  and 
direct  the  destiny  of  a  large  percent¬ 
age  of  the  world’s  population. 

We  believe  then,  that  private  prop¬ 
erty,  and  the  system  that  fosters  it,  is 
the  enemy.  We  have  not  come  to  this 
conclusion  easily  (and  do  not  expect 
others  to  accept  it  lightly,  without 


going  through  many  of  the  same  steps 
we  have).  But  we  are  firmly  convinced 
that  there  can  be  no  freedom  for  any  of 
us  as  long  as  men  are  killing  each 
other,  in  the  marketplaces  and  battle¬ 
fields,  over  that  which  should,  by  the 
laws  of  nature  and  logic,  belong  to  all 
of  us  collectively. 

Many  of  us  have,  then,  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  some  fora  of  social¬ 
ism,  and  eventually  —  yes  —  com¬ 
munism,  is  the  necessary  precondition 
for  true  freedom,  peace,  happiness. 
Now,  that  does  not  mean  that  we.  want 
to  import  the  Soviet  Union  or  China  and 
neatly  place  it  within  the  boundaries 
of  the  Unites  States.  We  think  that  a 
socialist  revolution  in  America,  the 
most  advanced  industrial  nation  in  the 
world,  would  be  a  unique  thing,  and  that 
it  is  of  limited  value  to  make  compar¬ 
isons  with  revolutions  in  countries  just 
now  in  the  throes  of  that  extremely 
painful  process :  industrialization. 

You  ask,  do  we  want  to  replace  one 
form  of  oppression  with  another.  Your 
fear,  and  those  of  many  others,  cen¬ 
ters  on  the  question  of  individual  li¬ 
berties:  aren’t  communist  countries 
political  tyrannies  that  don'tallbwper- 
sonal  freedoms.  First,  it  should  be 
made  clear  that  when  most  of  us  speak 
of  Socialist  countries,  we  speakmostly 
from  ignorance.  Few  Americans  have 
visited  socialist  countries,  and  most  of 
our  information  comes  from  scare 
stories  in  the  comraericalpress (which 
is  itself  ' big  business,  and  thus  most 
threatened  by  socialist  revolution). 

But  even  if  we  were  to  assume  that 
the  socialist  states  in  existence  today  do 
not  offer  the  parliamentary  freedoms 
available  in  America,  we  would  still 
contend  that  this  is  irrelevant.  In  the 
first  place,  individual  freedom  was 
never  a  tradition  in  any  of  the  countries 
now  socialist.  In  all  cases,  the  revolu¬ 
tions  occured  under  extremely  tyran¬ 
nical  conditions.  Who  had  freedoms  in 
Batista’s  Cuba  or.  Chaing  Kai  Chek’s 
China,  except  perhaps  the  monied  few 
and  the  U.S.  tourists? 

Now,  in  these  countries,  people  have, 
for  the  first  time,  the  most  basic  free- 
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Houston 
Homosexual 
Speaks  Out 


by  T.  R.  Wayne-Hill 


I  have  frequently  been  asked,  “What 
do  you  hell- raising  homosexuals 
want?”  Those  who  ask  are  never  sat¬ 
isfied  by  my  answer;  but  it  always 
remains  the  same:  Humaness.  Homo¬ 
sexuals  are  considered  more  sub¬ 
human  by  this  modern  American  Cul¬ 
ture  than  they  have  ever  been  in  any 
place  or  time  in  history.  What  is  even 
worse,  most  homosexuals  do  not  realize 
their  sub-humanity,  and  most  of  those 
who  do,  accept  it  as  justifiable. 

As  far  as  I  can  tell,  the  view  is 
sick  in  all  directions.  Families  do  not 
want  homosexual  members;  colleges 
and  universities  —  and,  of  course,  high 
schools  -  do  not  want  homosexual 
students;  employers  do  not  wanthomo- 
sexual  employes;  churches  and  fra¬ 
ternities  do  not  extend  their  brother¬ 
hood,  or  even  brotherly  love,  to  homo¬ 
sexuals;  stores  do  not  seek  homosex¬ 
ual  clientele;  even  political  parties 
and  candidates  do  not  want  homosex¬ 
ual  votes. 

Therefore,  homosexuals  disguise 
themselves  in  artifical  heterosexual¬ 
ity  so  that  they  can  have  families,  go 
to  school,  work,  attend  church,  go  shop¬ 
ping,  go  to  meetings  and  vote.  The 
problem  wouldn’t  be  so  urgent  if  we 
were  talking  about  only  a  handful  of 
people;  but  in  a  city  like  Houston  with 
50,000  to  70,000  persons  who  are 
homosexual,  the  situation  is  indeed 
sick. 

What  caused  this  situation?  There 
are  many  factors,  but  the  principal 
cause  is  ignorance.  Most  people  think 
of  a  homosexual  as  being  a  “dirty 
old  man,”  a  “nasty  little  boy”  or  a 
“flippant  fairy”.  .  .unture.Mosthomo- 
sexuals  are  rather  ordinary  people  who 
look  and  live  quite  Uke  everyone  else. 
Roughly  half  of  Houston’s  homosexuals 
are  of  the  female  gender,  most  of 
whom  are  effeminate  and  ladylike, 
while  those  who  are  male  are  ob-. 
viously  masculine.  (He  is  more  apt 
to  be  a  longshoreman  or  professional 
athlete  rather  than  a  chorus  dancer 
or  hairdresser.) 

Most  people  think  homosexuals  are 
essentially  child  molestors.  .  .another 
untruth.  Heterosexuals  molest  pro¬ 
portionately  far  more  (98%)  children 
than  homosexuals  (less  than  2%),  and 
police  records  prove  it.  In  fact,  most 
child  molestation  cases  involve  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  child’s  own  family. 

Many  people  believe  that  homo¬ 
sexuals  spend  fortunes  on  male  pro¬ 
stitutes.  .  .again,  untrue.  Male  pro¬ 
stitution  isn’t  even  as  glamorous  as 
female  prostitution  and  is  perhaps 


the  lowest  paying  profession  I  can 
think  of  -  in  addition  to  being  such 
hard  work. 

Everyone  knows  that  one  is  either 
homosexual  or  heterosexual  except  for 
a  sick  few  who  are  bisexual.  .  .again  - 
bullshit.  One  is  either  homosexual  or 
heterosexual  depending  on  what  he  or 
she  wants  to  be  or  what  might  be  most 
convenient  under  the  circumstances.  If 
circumstances  change  you  can  always 
change  your  sexuality.  There  are  no 
causes  for  homosexuality  and  no  known 
humane  cures.  If  and  when  a  cure  is 
found  for  homosexuality,  I’m  sure  it 
will  also  cure  heterosexuaUty  as  weU. 
We  humans  are  sexual  creatures  with¬ 
out  adjunctive  prefaces. 

I  think  Gore  Vidal  put  it  nicely  in 
Playboy  Magazine  when  he  said,  “bi¬ 
sexuality  is  simply  more  interesting 
than  monosexuality”  —  at  least  that 
seems  to  be  his  opinion.  But  there  is 
no  credible  evidence  for  instinctive 
heterosexuality,  and  Freud’s  theories 
of  the  stages  of  sexual  development 
have  not  held  up  under  close  study. 
Although  I  choose  to  be  homosexual 
I  can  have  gratifying  and  pleasurable 
sexual  relations  with  members  of  the 
opposite  sex  and  have  done  so  on 
occasion.  My  heterosexual  contem¬ 
poraries  can  likewise  enjoy  homo¬ 
sexual  relations  without  endangering 
their  masculinity  or  “catching”  homo¬ 
sexuality.  Various  modes  of  sexuality 
are  no  more  communicable  than  var¬ 
ious  eye  color. 

Perhaps  the  greatest  injustice  done 
to  homosexuals  is  done  by  those  per¬ 
sons  who  “feel  sorry”  for  their  un¬ 


fortunate  "gay”  friends.  This  mis¬ 
placed  and  self-serving  pity  turns  my 
stomach.  The  poor  devils  who  feel 
sorry  for  homosexuals  do  not  realize 
that  their  ignorance  is  more  pitiable 
than  my  being  homosexual.  Like  most 
of  my  contemporaries,  I  am  homo¬ 
sexual  because  1  choose  to  be.  If  this 
culture  doesn’t  approve  of  my  sexual 
orientation.  .  .screw  them.  They  don’t 
have  to  join  me.  The  Constitution  gu¬ 
arantees  me  freedom  of  expression  — 
and,  believe  me,  I  express  myself 
freely,  sexually  and  otherwise.  Even 
in  cases  of  discrimination  we  do  not 
want  or  need  pity.  Instead,  we  do  want 
and  need  recognition  that  we  are  en¬ 
titled  to  the  same  rights  as  anyone 
else.  Support  and  endorsement  are 
not  the  same  things  as  pity  and  pa- 
tronization. 

Most  of  the  discrimination  against 
homosexuals  as  a  group  is  done  Joy 
the  federal  government  of  the  United 
States.  To  put  it  simply:  the  Uncle 
Sam  that  supposedly  protects  and  gu¬ 
arantees  the  rights  of  all  persons  who 
are  heterosexual  denies  mine  and  those 
of  other  practicing  homosexuals.  Af¬ 
ter  the  federal  government  comes  state 
and  local  governments  and  the  private 
industry,  usually  large  corporations. 

During  the  “Joseph  McCarthy  reign 
of  terror”  the  legislative  branch  of 
our  government  said,  “No  person  who 
is  homosexual  or  shows  homosexual 
tendencies  may  be  employed  by  the 
Federal  Government  in  any  capacity.” 
The  policy  still  stands.  Unfortunately, 
they  did  not  exempt  us  from  taxation 
and  the  military  tries  to  convince  us 
that  we  aren’t  reaUy  “queer”  when 
draft  time  comes.  No  agency  of  the  fed¬ 
eral  government  has  ever  specifically 
defended  the  civil  rights  of  a  homo¬ 
sexual.  The  only  things  we  get  for  our 
taxation  are  undesirable  discharges 
and  bad  employment  records  when  we 
are  discovered  in  government  jobs. 

If  you  think  the  State  of  Texas  is 
any  better,  imagine  for  a  moment  what 
it  would  be  like  to  be  a  known  homo¬ 
sexual  in  Land  Commissioner  Jerry 
Saddler’s  office.  And  speaking  of  par¬ 
anoia,  only  closer  to  home,  some  of 
the  most  paranoid  people  I  have  ever 
seen  are  the  25  or  30  homosexual 
cops  I  know  on  the  Houston  force. 

I  suppose  the  reason  for  govern¬ 
ment  bias  against  homosexuals  is  that 
the  world  “homosexual”  is  politically 
explosive  at  campaign  time.  StiU  this 
fact  is  firmly  founded  in  mass  ignor¬ 
ance.  Surely  private  sexual  behavior 
is  less  interesting  to  the  voters  than 
injustice  and  the  denial  of  freedom 
to  citizens.  .  .or  is  it? 

Local  banks  will  accept  homosexual 
money  but  fire  homosexual  employes. 
Oil  companies  like  homosexuals  to  have 
credit  cards  but  dislike  giving  them 
paychecks.  Local  merchants  like  homo¬ 
sexual  business.  .  .but  -  “keep  your 
eyes  on  the  merchandise,  not  the  sales¬ 
man  or  other  customers  and  don’t  act 
‘queer’.”  Generally  it  is  all  right  to 
be  homosexual  in  Houston  if  no  one 
knows  and  you  keep  your  place.  In  my 
case,  I  make  damn  sure  everyone 
knows  and  the  “place”  I  keep  is  not 
the  one  assigned  to  homosexuals. 

All  we  hell-raising  homosexuals  want 
is  humaness.  And  we  wiU  have  hu¬ 
maness  when  every  man  understands 
he  is  more  similar  to  then  different 
from  his  fellowmen  and  is  willing  to 
contribute  a  little  effort  to  insure  the 
same  quality  of  life  for  everyone  in 
his  community.  The  solution  seems 
simple  enough;  but,  stiU,  I’m  not  im¬ 
mediately  optimistic. 

Send  all  hate  mail,  love  letters,  and 
inquiries  about  the  nature  of  the  prob¬ 
lem  and  what  you  can  do  to  help,  to: 

T.R.  Wayne-Hill,  Texas  Advocates 
for  Human  Dignity,  P.O.  Box  52132 
Houston,  Texas  77052. 


Gay 

Radicals 

Organize 


KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.  (LNS)  — 

In  July,  shouts  of  “Gay  Power!” 
reverberated  through  the  streets  of 
New  York  as  thousands  of  enraged 
homosexuals  fought  the  Tactical  Patrol 
Force  over  raids  on  the  Stonewall  and 
other  gay  bars.  Policemen  were  locked 
into  the  Stonewall  and  escaped  immola¬ 
tion  by  minutes  when  reinforcements 
arrived  in  time  to  prevent  the  demon¬ 
strators  from  setting  fire  to  the 
wrecked  bar. 

And  in  August,  radicals  made  a  first 
move  towards  taking  over  the  North 
American  Conference  of  Homophile 
Organizations  (NACHO),  an  associa¬ 
tion  of  some  24  independent  homophile 
groups  from  coast  to  coast. 

At  NACHO’s  national  convention  in 
Kansas  City,  Aug.  24-30,  radicals  chal¬ 
lenged  the  homophile  movement  — 
which  fights  anti-homosexual  persecu¬ 
tion  on  behalf  of  some  estimated  20 
million  homosexuals  and  bisexuals  — 
to  stop  trying  to  win  concessions  from 
an  oppressive  power  structure  and  to 
start  forming  alliances  with  other  min¬ 
orities  to  exert  real  power. 

The  radicals  launched  their  attack 
on  NACHO’s  staid  leadership  when 
Dr.  Franklin  E.  Kameny  (Ph.D.  in 
astronomy.  Harvard),  the  NACHO  es¬ 
tablishment’s  most  "eloquent  spokes¬ 
man”,  submitted  a  recommendation 
that  the  organization  fight  for  the  equal¬ 
ity  of  homosexuals  with  regard  to  the 
draft  and  security  clearances. 

The  radicals  attacked  this  proposal 
as  an  attempt  to  offer  the  support  of 
homosexuals  to  the  war  machine. 

The  “traditional”  Kameny  approach 
seeks  to  advance  the  cause  of  homo¬ 
sexuals  through  appeals  to  “respect¬ 
ability”  and  the  promotion  of  a  "good 
public  image”  for  homosexuals.  The 
approach  rests  on  legal  action,  con¬ 
gressional  lobbying,  and  occasionally 
upon  picketing  --so  long  as  picketers 
are  “clean,  neat,  and  orderly”  enough 
to  appeal  to  middle-class  sensibilities. 

The  radicals  responded  with  a  mani¬ 
festo,  declaring  that  the  “persecution 
of  homosexuality  is  part  of  a  general 
attempt  to  oppress  aU  minorities  and 
keep  them  powerless.  Our  fate  is 
linked  with  these  minorities;  if  the 
detention  camps  are  fiUed  tomorrow 
with  blacks,  hippies  and  other  radicals, 
we  wiU  not  escape  that  fate.  A  common 
struggle,  however,  will  bring  common 
triumph.” 

The  radicals  declared  their  support 
for  “the  struggles  of  the  black,  the 
feminist,  the  Spanish -American,  the 
Indian,  the  hippie,  the  student,  the 
young  and  other  victims  of  oppression 
and  prejudice,”  and  caUed  on  these 
groups  to  support  radicals  within  the 
homophile  movement. 

With  regard  to  the  Vietnam  war,  the 
manifesto  declares  that  the  homophile 
movement  must  "totally  reject  the 
insane  war  in  Vietnam  and  refuse  to 
encourage  complicity  in  the  war  and 
support  for  the  war  machine.” 

One  of  the  radicals,  Stephen  Donald¬ 
son,  head  of  the  NACHO  Youth  Com¬ 
mittee,  and  National  Chairman  of  the 
Student  Homophile  League,  called  on 
both  straight  and  gay  radicals  to  join 
existing  homophile  organizations,  and 
form  their  own.  He  pointed  out  that 
“you  don’t  have  to  be  gay  to  help 
win  one  of  America’s  largest  minor¬ 
ities  over  to  the  radical  cause.” 

“The  major  problem,”  Donaldson 
said,  “is  that  many  radicals  are  so 
uptight  about  their  own  heterosexual 
image  that  they  refuse  to  take  the 
homophile  movement  seriously  or  get 
involved  in  it.” 

Through  the  creation  of  more  homo¬ 
phile  organizations  like  Kansas  City’s 
HUAC  (Homophile’s  Underground  Act¬ 
ion  Committee),  San  Francisco’s  Com¬ 
mittee  for  Homosexual  Freedom,  and 
New  York’s  Gay  Liberation  Front,  Don¬ 
aldson  hopes  that  radicals  can  gain 
control  of  NACHO  at  the  organization’s 
1970  convention,  in  San  Francisco,  next 
August. 

For  information,  write:  Stephen 
Donaldson,  Earl  HaH,  Columbia  Univ¬ 
ersity,  New  York,  N.Y.  10027. 
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Last  issue  Space  City  News  examined  the  history  of  conscription  in  America 
during  the  Civil  War  and  WWI.  This  time  we  want  to  look  at  the  period  from 
WWII  up  to  the  present. 

In  1940,  with  WWII  threatening  to  involve  the  U.S.,  conscription  was  revived. 
There  was  significant  Congressional  opposition  at  this  time  because  this  legis¬ 
lation  was  seen  as  a  step  toward  American  involvement  in  the  war  (the  official 
American  rhetoric  was  still  pretty  isolationist). 

In  the  Congressional  discussion  of  the  bill.  Congressman  Frank  G.  Keefe 
of  Wisconsin  provided  by  far  the  best  analysis  of  what  conscription  would  mean 
in  modern  America  when  he  said:  “This  vast  power  thus  granted  to  the  mili¬ 
tary  permits  control  over  the  lives  and  destiny  of  the  entire  registry.  This 
control  may  be  exercised  through  the  allocation  of  men  to  particular  industries 
as  a  condition  of  continued  deferment  and  compels  millions  of  others,  regard¬ 
less  of  will,  to  be  subjected  to  the  threat  of  conscription  at  any  time  during 
the  entire  period  the  law  is  in  force.  Thus  it  is  apparent  that  the  military 
forces  of  the  Nation  assume  complete  control  over  the  lives  and  destiny,  not 
only  of  those  selected  in  the  draft,  but,  through  the  power  to  cancel  or  change 
deferment,  over  the  lives  of  the  entire  registry.”  (from  the  Congressional 
Record,  Vol.  86). 

But  the  Act  was  passed,  officially  creating  the  Selective  Service  System. 
After  the  bombing  of  Pearl  Harbor,  Congress  quickly  amended  the  act  by  length¬ 
ening  the  period  of  service  and  the  period  of  the  act  to  the  duration  of  the  war 
(plus  six  months).  Almost  66  percent  of  the  fifteen  million  men  who  served  in 
the  armed  forces  during  WWn  were  draftees. 

Even  before  the  war  was  over,  the  Army  and  the  Selective  Service,  (headed 
since  1941  by  Lewis  B.  Hershey),  were  launching  a  campaign  aimed  at  institu¬ 
tionalizing  not  only  a  draft,  but  universal  military  training.  In  1944  top  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  U.  S.  military  establishment,  (including  General  George  Marshall 
and  Secretary  of  War  Henry  L.  Stimson),  with  the  support  of  business  and 
various  other  groups,  were  calling  for  universal  military  training. 

Among  these  groups  were  the  American  Legion  and  a  coalition  of  business  and 
financial  leaders  called  the  Citizens  Committee  for  Universal  Military  Training 
of  Young  Men.  These  same  forces  sought  conscription  of  labor  and  nurses,  in 
each  case  to  meet  alleged  manpower  shortages  in  time  of  war.  The  Army  even 
lectured  troops  in  the  field  on  the  advantages  of  peacetime  U.M.T.  This  lobby 
was  influential,  but  by  1947  (the  expiration  date  of  the  amended  1940  Act)  there 
was  no  excuse  to  maintain  a  draft,  not  to  mention  U.M.T.,  so  the  law  expired 
in  March  of  1947  without  any  significant  opposition. 

However,  those  in  favor  of  conscription  and  U.M.T.  were  not  to  give  up  easily, 
especially  the  Army.  The  Army  thought  that  it  could  demonstrate  that  the  volunteer 
system  wouldn’t  work  and  that  then  they  would  get  back  not  only  the  draft  but 
U.M.T.  as  well. 

Instead  of  trying  to  make  a  volunteer  system  work  they  tried  to  preclude  its 
success.  This  seems  sort  of  illogical  when  you  think  that  volunteers  generally 
make  much  better  fighting  machines  than  draftees,  but  if  you’ll  remember  back  to 
what  Rep.  Keefe  said  in  1940  it  all  falls  into  place.  U.M.T.  would  give  the  mil¬ 
itary  a  great  chance  to  indoctrinate  American  men  into  the  military  definitions 
of  international  and  political  reality  at  a  very  susceptible  age.  Conscription  would 
not  be  as  good,  but  still  the  paramilitary  Selective  Service  System  would  have  a 
great  deal  to  say  about  what  American  young  men  did.  It  could  “channel”  men  into 
those  occupations  which  were  in  “the  national  interest”  and  induct  them  out  of 
others. 

But,  to  the  military’s  chagrin,  even  without  pay  increases  the  enlistment 
of  volunteers  in  this  period  came  very  close  to  sustaining  authorized  strengths. 
To  combat  this,  the  passing  grade  on  the  Army  General  Classification  Test  (now 
the  Armed  Forces  Qualification  Test)  was  raised  from  59  to  70.  When  there  were 
still  too  many  volunteer  enlistments,  it  was  raised  again  to  80.  About  50  percent 
of  all  volunteers  were  being  refused  at  this  level. 

Quotas  were  also  set  on  the  number  of  men  recruiters  could  enlist;  though 
technically  these  quotas  were  goals,  in  practice  they  were  so  low  as  to  be 
limits.  Another  Army  method  to  foil  voluntarism  was  to  create  an  artificial 
need  for  more  soldiers  by  firing  civilians  in  the  War  Department  -  guards, 
clerks,  hospital  attendents,  etc.,  -  and  filling  their  jobs  with  soldiers. 


Meanwhile  in  Congress  Truman  had  requested  the  re-enactment  of  Selective 
Service  legislation  with  U.M.T.  Congress,  unaware  that  the  volunteer  system 
had  almost  been  a  success  even  with  the  Army’s  opposition,  voted  the  draft 
back  in  in  June  of  1948  (but  without  Universal  Military  Training).  Congress 
was  spurred  on  in  its  efforts  by  a  well  timed  war-with-Russia  scare  over 
reports  of  a  threatening  coup  in  Czechoslavakia. 

At  the  end  of  June,  however,  enlistments  were  so  high  that  no  draft  could 
be  excused.  So  the  Army  raised  the  passing  grade  on  the  AGCT  to  90,  cut 
its  recruitment  advertising  budget  by  two  million  dollars,  refused  to  accept 
any  enlistment  under  three  years,  and  refused  volunteers  who  had  any  depend¬ 
ents.  Finally  they  were  able  to  create  the  manpower  shortage  that  they  claimed  had 
existed  aH  along. 

Since  1948  there  has  been  little  substantial  change  in  the  Selective  Service 
law.  The  most  important  change  was  in  1951,  during  the  Korean  War,  when  most 
functions  of  the  Selective  Service  System  were  given  permanent,  non-expiring 
status.  There  were  minor  changes  in  1955  and  1963. 

Next  Issue:  L.  Mendel  Rivers  and  the  Military  Selective  Service  Act  of  1967. 
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William  P.  Tautenhahn,  70  retired  113  Bammel 

Westfield,  Texas 
444-6391 

Tautenhahn  is  a  former  County  Commissioner  for  12  years.  He  was 
a  member  of  Harris  County  School  Board  for  15  years,  and  has  been 
a  draft  board  member  for  21  years. 

Frank  H.  Smith,  55  (no  information  available)  147U  Aldine-Westfield  Rd. 

442-3026 

Henry  A.  Gomez,  46  Asst.  Principal,  2227  Rainbow  Dr. 

Jeff  Davis  High  School  926-6839 

How  handy  it  must  be  to  have  access  to  dossiers  on  all  the  Jeff  Davis 
students.  Gomez  can  thus  fulfill  his  quota  without  straining  himself. 

T.  R.  Francis,  51  Dairy  farmer  Rt.  2,  Box  1090 

Humble,  Texas 
446-2524 

Francis  served  as  District  Supervisor  of  Harris  Soil  Conservation 
District  and  as  Director  of  Harris  County  Farm  Bureau. 

Lucky  Johnson,  Jr.,  30  Truant  officer,  3810  Rosedale 

Carver  Senior  High 

If  I  had  a  child  of  high  school  age,  I  sure  wouldn’t  let  him  go  to  Carver. 
Johnson’s  job  is  to  draft  18-year-old  drop-outs. 


Government  Appeal  Agent:  Knight,  Prappas,  Rowland,  3405  Piping  Rock  Ln. 
William  J.  Knight,  69  and  Caldwell  622-4818 

(Social  Registerite) 


Medical  Advisor: 

Dr.  Henry  B.  HoUe  physician 

47U  Braesvalley  Dr.  1010  Louisiana 


Some  furniture  and  other  items,  all  in 
good  condition,  for  sale:  drafting  table, 
desk  and  chair,  dresser,  Roberts  770x 
stereo  tape  recorder,  1890  Map  of  Gal¬ 
veston,  bookcase  and  gas  heaters.  1217 
Wichita,  526-6257. 


For  sale:  ‘66  Ford  Econoline  super- 
long  camper  named  “Amazing Grace.” 
Fair  condition,  will  bargain. 

526-6257. 


Dl 75137 


NOTHING  ESCAPES  THE 
ATTACK  OF  TERENCE, 

A  YOUNG  REVOLUTIONARY 
WHOSE  ACID  ROCK  SOUND 
AND  LASER  TONGUE  ARE 
AIMED  AT  SEX,  POLITICS, 
CIVIL  RIGHTS,  CONVENTION. 

TERENCE  TELLS  IT  LIKE  IT  IS. 


£] 

Decco 


INCREDIBLE  NEW 
EXCITEMENT  ON 
DECCA  RECORDS 
AND  TAPES 
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Easy  Rider 

TOO  EASY 


by  Dennis  Fitzgerald 

What  happens  when  "a  man  goes  look¬ 
ing  for  America?"  He  can’t  find  it 
anywhere.  That’s  the  statement  Easy 
Rider  makes,  and  we’re  supposed  to 
take  it  as  a  profound  comment  on  this 
society.  I  would  suggest  that  as  a 
sequel  Peter  Fonda,  Dennis  Hopper  and 
friends  try  "What  happens  when  a  man 
goes  trout  fishing  in  a  helicopter?’’ 

Easy  Rider  is  supposed  to  be  about 
us.  You  know,  that’s  the  turned-on, 
free.  Now  generation.  We  smoke  dope, 
grow  hair  down  to  our  asses,  and  go 
swimming  nekid.  ‘Cause  that’s  where 
it’s  at. 

In  McLuhanesque  terms.  Easy  Rider 
is  supposed  to  be  electric.  High  on 
medium,  low  on  content.  The  medium 
is  the  message.  It’s  style,  form,  image 
that  counts.  Information,  presented  in 
the  old,  literary,  verbal  form  is  as 
dead  as  the  Guttenberg  printing  press. 
This  is  a  movie  for  the  generation 
educated  by  the  light  of  the  silvery 
screen. 

But  television  ads  reflect  the  same 
knowledge  of  electric  media  that  Easy 
Rider  grasps.  Proficiency  of  techni¬ 
que  doesn't  imply  understanding  of  your 
subject. 

In  fact,  1  don’t  think  Easy  Rider 
understands  us  very  well  at  all.  And 
I  don’t  think  it  knows  much  about  the 
society  we’re  rejecting  either. 

It  does  know  something  about  head 
games  (some  of  those  are  hilariously 
real).  And  it  does  know  something 
about  music  and  about  paranoia  and 
about  hip  rhetoric.  All  of  that  was 
real  enough.  But  all  of  that  isn’t 
enough. 

They  never  put  me  or  any  of  the 
people  I  love  in  that  movie.  1  drop¬ 
ped  out  because  1  found  something  else 
that  was  better,  something  that  had 
some  hope  in.it. 

Captain  America  and  Billy  aren’t  us; 
they’re  psychedelic  criminals.  And 
the  vision  they  pass  around  isn’t  ours; 
it’s  a  titillating  charade. 

I  enjoyed  the  movie,  but  I  didn’t 
like  it.  Easy  Rider  is  funny  and  it’s 
shocking,  but  it’s  not  true  --  or  rather, 
it’s  a  half-truth,  and  that’s  a  much 
more  dangerous  thing  than  an  outright 
lie. 

Picture  this.  Two  guys  work  a  big 
dope  deal  in  California.  They  sell 
about  ten  pounds  of  coke  for  a  zillion 
dollars,  stash  the  bread  in  the  stars 
’n  stripes  emblazoned  gas  tank  of  a 
super  groovy  bike  (very  symbolic,  very 
heavy:  screwing  the  flae  with  money). 


Then  in  full  drag  they  hop  on  their 
popcycles  and  head  for  Mardi  Gras, 
in  search  of  America. 

The  story  is  allegorical,  two  young 
men  fighting  the  good  fight,  Don  Quix¬ 
ote  and  Sancho  Panza,  Batman  and 
Robin.  None  of  the  characters  nor 
the  incidents  are  actual  flesh  and  blood 
realities;  they’re  representations,  ab¬ 
stractions. 

There’s  a  little  anecdote  about  every 
state  along  the  way  (which,  supposedly, 
might  be  any  state  along  the  way).  They 
stop  to  repair  a  flat,  and  stay  for  dinner, 
at  an  Arizona  ranch.  Captain  America 
Fonda  is  approving:  ‘‘It’s  not  every  man 
that  can  live  off  the  land,  you  know.  Do 
your  own  thing  in  your  own  time.  You 
should  be  proud,”  he  tells  the  rancher. 

In  New  Mexico,  the  agrarian  scene  is 
repeated,  this  time  at  a  hippie  commune. 
Fonda’s  hung  up  on  the  land,  and  I  can 
dig  that.  But  is  this  supposed  to  be 
The  Answer?  Nobody  says. 

Maybe  it’s  a  waste  of  energy,  though, 
looking  for  answers  in  this  movie.  Later 
on,  Fonda  reads  an  inscription  carved 
into  the  stone  fireplace  of  a  New  Orleans 
whorehouse:  All  paths  of  glory  lead  but 
to  the  grave.  That’s  what  Easy  Rider 
is  about.  Looking  for  glory,  not  looking 
for  America. 

They’re  looking  for  a  myth,  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Dream.  And  it  never  really  was 
more  than  that,  just  a  dream. 

Somewhere  in  Texas  the  dynamic  duo 
finds  George,  an  alcoholic  ACLU  law¬ 
yer.  George,  who  has  the  dream  also, 
joini  them  on  the  journey  to  Mardi 
Gras. 

George  is  real.  He’s  warm  and  funny 
and  non-electric:  he  can  talk  about  what 
he  feels  (being  free  to  speak  in  other 
than  monosyllabic  grunts,  the  James 
Dean  technique  which  Fonda  apparently 
equates  with  hip  wisdom:  deep  waters 
run  still). 

George  analyzes  the  society.  ‘‘This 
used  to  be  a  hell  of  a  good  country,” 
he  says.  "I  don’t  know  what  went 
wrong  with  it.”  The  American  Dream 
again.  George  says  this  sitting  around 
a  campfire  in  Louisiana,  a  state  whose 
history  is  writ  in  the  blood  of  a  million 
black  men  and  women.  He’s  just  left 
Texas,  a  state  in  which  Manifest  Des¬ 
tiny  meant  killing  any  Mexican  or  Indian 
who  got  in  the  way.  When  was  it  a 
hell  of  a  good  country,  George?  Or 
is  that  just  what  you  read  in  some 
book? 

"They  (the  local  people)  aren’t  scared 
of  vou.”  George  continues.  ‘‘They’re 


Peter  Fonda:  "Captain  America" 


scared  of  what  you  represent  ...  free¬ 
dom.” 

‘‘But  isn’t  freedom  what  it’s  all 
about?”  asks  Billy. 

‘‘Oh,  sure,”  says  George.  ‘‘They 
talk  about  it  a  lot.  Just  try  telling 
a  man  he  isn’t  free,  and  be’U  kill  you 
to  show  how  free  he  is.  But  talking 
about  it  and  doing  it  are  two  different 
things. 

“How  can  you  be  free  when  you  are 
bought  and  sold  in  the  market  place?” 

That  night  a  group  of  vigilantes  carry 
out  George’s  prophecy.  George  is  kill¬ 
ed. 

A  few  nights  later,  after  Mardi  Gras 
and  a  freaky  graveyard  acid  trip,  Capt¬ 
ain  America  and  Billy  sit  beside  another 
campfire.  ‘‘We’re  rich, Wyatt,” chortles 
Billy.  ‘‘We  did  it.  We  reaUy  did  it.” 

But  Captain  America  doesn’t  buy  it: 
“We  blew  it,  Billy.” 

Next  day  they  both  are  shotgunned  off 
a  Mississippi  highway.  Billy  is  left 
beside  the  road,  bloody  and  paralyzed, 
screaming,  “I’ll  get  ’em.  I’U  get  ’em.” 
All  paths  of  glory  lead  but  to  the  grave. 

I  didn’t  like  Easy  Rider.  I  didn’t  like 
it  because  it  took  the  things  I  believe 
in,  sucked  out  all  of  their  substance, 
held  up  the  empty  uniform  that  remained, 
and  said  it  was  hopeless. 

WeU,  I  don’t  believe  it’s  hopeless. 
Captain  America  and  BiUy  weren’t  mur¬ 
dered.  They  were  kamikaze  pilots;  it  was 
a  suicide  mission.  What  does  that  mean? 
Nothing. 

We  had  a  friend  in  town  last  week, 
Jeff  Shero  from  Rat  newspaper  in  New 
York.  He’s  been  through  those  little 
backwater  cracker  villages,  too,  and  he 
was  just  as  shaggy  as  the  rest  of  us. 
But  instead  of  racing  up  on  some  fancy 
chrome  phallus,  and  flipping  the  bird 
at  bis  antagonists,  he  took  a  Greyhound 
and  tried  to  talk  with  people.  Sure, 
they’re  afraid;  and,  sure,  there’s  a  lot 
of  truth  in  George's  freedom  rap.  But 
Jeff  found  total  strangers  pouring  out 
their  whole  life’s  story  to  him. 

The  point  is  Easy  Rider’s  not  wrong, 
it's  just  not  right  enough. 

Of  course,  there’s  rednecks  around 
who  wouldn’t  mind  blowing  the  head  off 
some  long-haired  communist  Yankee 
queer.  But  those  people  aren’t  the  sys¬ 
tem;  they’re  the  sick  products  of  a  sick 
culture,  and  to  one  degree  or  another 
every  one  of  us  is  infected  with  that  same 
sickness. 

And,  sure,  there’s  a  lot  of  kids  around 
who  aren't  playing  the  old  game  any¬ 
more.  But  “doing  your  own  thing”  as 
Fonda  interprets  it  is  a  perversion  of 
the  mood.  Did  you  notice  in  the  movie 
how  people  never  passed  joints  around? 
It  was  like  that  all  the  way  through; 
they  had  the  right  props  but  they  didn't 
know  what  to  do  with  them.  I’ve  never 
seen  two  freaks  who  were  less  freaky 
about  things  that  matter. 

I  don’t  think  Fonda  and  Hopper  were 
intentionally  dishonest  when  they  made 
this  movie.  Or  that  all  they  had  in  mind 
was  making  a  lot  of  bread  from  it. 
But  I  think  they’ve  stiU  got  some  work 


to  do  in  getting  their  heads  together 
before  they  have  any  right  to  stand  up 
and  say  they’re  representing  us. 

Who’re  you  gonna  get,  BiUy?  Those 
two  scared  and  unfree  people  who  pulled 
the  trigger  on  that  shotgun?  Or  the 
bastardized  system  that  makes  people 
like  that? 

What  do  you  mean,  Captain  America, 
when  you  say, “We  blew  it?”  You  don’t 
tell  us  and  I  think  that’s  a  cop-out. 
I  mean,  you  clearly  blew  it.  Any  idiot 
can  see  that.  But  it’s  a  bum  game  using 
cryptic  dialogue  to  cover  up  shallow 
thinking. 

Easy  Rider  blew  it  because  it  ignored 
everything  about  us  that’s  realandmean- 
ingftil  and  has  hope  for  the  future. 

But  I’ll  bet  you  a  key  to  a  lid  that’s 
not  what  Captain  America  was  on  to. 
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ALL  THEIR  FABULOUS  "BITS" 
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AUCE  MASSACREED! 


by  Gary  Chason 

You  go  to  see  Alice’s  Restaurant 
because  you  dig  Arlo  Guthrie  and  bis 
song,  Alice’s  Restaurant  Massaeree. 
You  want  the  film  to  be  good.  You’ll 
give  it  extra  points  just  because  of 
who’s  in  it  and  what  it’s  about.  Not 
enough,  though.  The  film  is  a  disap¬ 
pointment. 

The  story  is  largely  biographical, 
dealing  with  events  and  people  in  Arlo ’s 
life.  But  history  does  not  necessarily 
make  for  good  film  fare.  It’s  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  history,  how  well  it’s  made 
into  a  story,  that  counts.  This  parti¬ 
cular  story  seems  to  have  been  super¬ 
imposed  on  the  song,  as  if  Arthur 
Penn  or  somebody  said,  “Say,  if  we 
could  think  up  a  story  to  go  along  with 
that  song  we  sure  could  make  a  tot 
of  money  with  a  film.’’  There  is  little 
in  the  flick  to  indicate  that  he  said, 
“Wow,  that  song  gives  me  a  great 
idea  for  a  story.  It  would  lend  itself 
well  to  film  too.’’  Deciding  to  make 
the  thing  biographical  was  not  a  bad 
idea;  Penn  and  Co.  just  didn’t  turn  it 
into  anything. 

Am  I  committing  heresy  to  suggest 
that  the  fUm  capitalizes  on  the  popu¬ 
larity  of  the  song  (and  consequently, 
hip  culture),  and  exploits  the  charisma 
of  Arlo  and  the  legend  of  Woody?  It 
would  have  been  unnecessary  to  make 
such  a  suggestion  if  Alice’s  Restaurant 
had  made  some  penetrating  social  (or 
even  psychological)  diagnosis  and  had 
presented  it  in  an  aesthetically  adept 
manner.  It  did  not. 

The  characters  in  the  story  are  for 
the  most  part  undeveloped;  none  of 
them  emerges  as  a  person  you  would 
be  inclined  to  feel  strongly  about.  Most 
of  the  women  are  merely  background 
decoration,  speaking  when  spoken  to 
and  making  embarassed  plays  for  sex¬ 
ual  attention.  Oddly, -the  best  line  in  the 
show  comes  from  one  such  female,  a 


very  young  groupie.  She  first  protests 
that  she  is  not  a  teeny-bopper,  then 
tells  of  all  the  pop  musicians  she’s 
made  it  with.  Finally,  to  explain  why 
she  wants  to  ball  Arlo,  she  says  ”... 
’cause  you’ll  probably  get  to  be  an  al¬ 
bum.” 

The  acting  is  abominable.  Arlo  plays 
himself,  and  does  a  bad  job  of  it.  Hav¬ 
ing  many  of  the  “real”  people  play 
themselves  sounds  like  a  good  exper¬ 
iment,  but  the  results  are  unsatisfac¬ 
tory.  Penn  and  Co.  were  flirting  with 
cinema  verite  here,  but  unfortunately 
the  flirtation  didn’t  develop  into  a 
sizzling  affair.  The  half-real  half¬ 
fiction  tone  kept  everything  off-balance 
rather  than  creating  any  sort  of  inno¬ 
vative  unity. 

1  would  like  to  have  seen  them  set 
up  a  real  commune,  peopled  with  Arlo 
and  friends,  perhaps  in  the  church  they 
used  on  location.  Then,  in  a  manner 
similar  to  that  of  Pennebaker-Lea- 
cock  (Don’t  Look  Back,  Monterey  Pop) 
they  could  have  recorded  events  that 
actually  occurred  (jamming,  persona¬ 
lity  confluences  and  conflicts,  parties, 
meals,  etc.).  Under  these  circum¬ 
stances,  you  would  catch  the  people 
as  thev  really  are,  doing  their  own 
thing  (which  decidedly  is  not  acting). 
The  film  wouldn’t  have  turned  out  any¬ 
thing  like  it  did,  of  course,  but  I  be¬ 
lieve  it  would  have  been  much  more 
interesting  to  watch,  and  a  logical 
extension  of  the  experiment  they  only 
played  at.  And  it  might  have  said 
something  more  relevant  about  com¬ 
munes,  as  well. 

Thematically,  the  film  had  far  too 
diffuse  a  focus  to  have  any  impact.  It 
tried  to  deal  with  freak  persecution, 
bureaucratic  bullshit,  drug  abuse,  and 
the  failure  of  communes  -  each  of 
which  is  a  pretty  heavy  topic.  If  it 
had  zeroed  in  on  only  one  theme  and 


had  dealt  with  it  in  depth,  the  film 
might  have  been  more  successful,  but 
its  scattergun  approach  came  out  look¬ 
ing  sophomoric. 

The  film  made  a  limited  attempt 
to  deal  with  the  breakdown  of  com¬ 
munal  living  arrangements  (consid¬ 
er  the  long,  brooding  final  shot  of 
Alice  standing  in  front  of  the  church), 
and  it  failed  on  two  counts.  First, 
it  did  not  clearly  show  the  psycho¬ 
social  dynamics  leading  to  the  failure 
of  the  given  commune.  Second,  the 
commune  inder  scrutiny  was  a  chil¬ 
dish  daydream  of  what  a  commune 
should  be.  Headed  by  a  loving  moth¬ 
er  (literally)  and  a  generous,  happy 
go-lucky  daddy  with  some  mysterious 
supply  of  money  with  which  to  nouse 
and  feed  aH  his  children,  the  ar¬ 
rangement,  although  casual,  was 
bound  to  fail.  Its  failure  says  nothing 
about  the  failure  of  real  communes. 
It  would  have  benefited  no  one  had  it 
succeeded  (or  rather,  continued),  esp¬ 
ecially  not  Alice. 

What  the  film  has  to  say  about  drug 
abuse  (specifically  heroin  addiction) 
is  the  same  old  preachy,  patronizing 
crap. 

Why  can’t  people  who  are  into  a 
heroin  thing  be  treated  like  adults? 


They  can  see  the  alternatives  and 
mate  their  choices.  Just  because  they 
want  their  suicide  to  be  faster  (and 
maybe  more  pleasant)  than  the  sui¬ 
cide  the  rest  of  us  choose  (via  al¬ 
cohol,  tobacco,  air  and  water  poUu- 
tion,  food  shortage,  or  old  age)  is 
no  excuse  for  condescension.  Preach¬ 
ing  at  someone  who  is  into  heroin  is 
only  likely  to  get  him  deeper  into  it  — 
it's  playing  a  role  in  his  game.  Help 
him.  if  he  wants  it,  if  he  is  trapped 
into  a  cycle  of  drug  use  and  wants  out; 
but  if  he  wants  to  checkout  with  heroin, 
let  him. 

Much  of  the  comedy  in  Alice’s  Res¬ 
taurant  came  from  the  bureaucratic 
absurdities  surrounding  Arlo’s  arrest 
and  incarceration  for  littering,  and  his 
physical  examination  for  the  draft.  Both 
of  these  incidents  derived  their  wit  and 
humor  from  the  song;  the  film  contri¬ 
buted  little  extra.  Another  high  point 
in  the  film  was  when  Arlo  and  Pete 
Seeger  sang  for  Woody  —  it  was  good 
because,  the  men  were  doing  what  they 
do  well,  playing  and  singing,  instead 
of  acting. 

That  such  a  film  as  Alice’s  Restau¬ 
rant  could  be  made  at  aU  is  encour¬ 
aging.  It’s  a  pity  they  didn’t  do  abetter 
job  of  it. 
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SOMETHINGS  TO  KNOW  ABOUT 


at  the  Fillmore  East  or  at  his  farm 
outside  Nashville. 

And,  having  seen  him,  give  a  listen  to 
Kershaw’s  startling  new  Warner  Bros.- 
Seven  Arts  album,  The  Cajun  Way.  In  it, 
if  you’re  half  as  bright  as  we  think 
readers  of  this  rag  are,  you’ll  hear  a  new 
side  of  music.  One  that’s  very  important. 
Kershaw’s. 


become  a  classic  of  its  genre. 

2.  Doug  plays  28  instruments.  All  of 
them  expertly,  the  reports  have  it. 

But  the  fiddle  and  dobro 
extraorainarily. 

3.  Having  been  the  focus  of  a  recent  CBS 
documentary  on  the  Nashville  music 
scene,  Doug  will  soon  be  looked  at  in 
even  greater  detail  on  another 

CBS  television  special,  this  one  to  be 
filmed  in  Doug’s  native  Louisiana. 

4.  In  the  words  of  Rolling  Stone 
contributor  Patrick  Thomas,  “Kershaw 
can  blow  up  any  club  crowd  to 
bursting.  The  playing  would  be 
sufficient,  but  he  can  whirl  and  twist 
his  angular  features  in  the  most 
incredible  geometric  affronts  to  your 
sensibility  . . .  It’s  unfortunate,  in  a 
sense,  that  he  has  developed  this 
dervish  intimacy  to  such  a  degree, 
because  if  you  can’t  see  Kershaw  this 
way,  you’ll  never  see  all  there  is  to 
see.” 

So  see  him.  On  the  forthcoming 

Johnny  Cash  tour,  or  on  the  Ed  Sullivan 

Show,  or  maybe  even  with  Mother  Earth 


Despite  the  fact  that  the  show  buried  his 
normally  electrified  fiddle  in  a  mush  of 
Hollywood  strings;  despite  the  fact  that 
he  was  nervous;  despite  that  not  an  awful 
lot  of  people  outside  of  Louisiana  and 
the  Black  Poodle  Club  in  Nashville  ever 
heard  of  him— Doug  Kershaw  nearly 
walked  off  with  TV’s  first  “Johnny  Cash 
Show.” 

So,  realizing  that  the  name  Doug 
Kershaw  will  be  popping  up  at  all  the 
right  cocktail  parties  and  amyl  nitrate 
orgies  this  month,  we’re  providing  you 
with  a  list  of  interesting 
THINGS 

to  point  out  about  our  favorite  Cajun: 

1 .  Doug  made  a  single  called  “Louisiana 
Man”  a  few  years  back  with  his 
brother  Rusty.  The  song  has  since 


JOHNNY 

WINTER 


I  bet  you’d  be  pretty  surprised  if 
Johnny  Winter  all  of  a  sudden  popped 
up  next  door  to  you.  Right?  So 
were  we. 

Johnny  was  in  town  for  a  week  or 
so,  just  looking  around  and  ouying 
some  records  and  digging  things.  He 
said  he  was  in  bad  need  of  a  vacation, 
and  Houston  seemed  sufficiently  far 
from  the  madding  crowd. 

Being  as  it  was  a  vacation,  Johnny 
scorned  such  work-type  things  as  inter¬ 
views.  But  he  did  consent  to  offer  a 
few  pointers  on  The  Correct  Techniques 
for  Laughing  It  lip  on  Wichita  Street. 


photos  by  Bill  Metzler 
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&wineS  so  far.  Come  fighting  the  draft.  Dawn  hard  mail.  Coin  we  speak  to 
the  hootch,  spike  the  silk  thread.  Coin  the  lee  hootch.  Spite  the  long  remaining 
Where  did  I  shut  it.  Pink  and  skin  the  river  I  have  felt  it  with  my  tongue,  my 
eyes.  Long  as  the  Amazon,  from  thumb  tip  to  fore-finger,  there  held. 

Wrinkle,  cut-hair,  fine  and  ripple. 

Warm  and  thick-long,  grease,  and  under  let,  loved,  beneath  . _ .  .. 

So  the  hot-pepper  sausage  does  likewise  do  the  trick  when  your  imagination 
is  St6&ID6d  21  bit 

Running  your  tongue  through  ten  revolutions,  Guevara  in  the  highlands,  gunning 
up  a  totalitarian  six-star  colonel  caught  with  his  pants  over  the  ndge  pole, 
And  every  in  eye-shot  for  sword-pray 
That  water  theatre 
That  duck  skin 

We  hucked  and  spermed,  all  the  pursy  in  the  grass  green 
Sharp  and  Black  sent  on  patrol  ,,  ,  .  .. 

They  said  their  glands  came  shrinking.  Sick-call  for  them  two. •  Ajgauon 
of  garlic  in  the  chili.  We  want  no  done  passing.  Smell  warm.  We  11  tongue 
the  lapel  straight. 

So  they  bed  down  when  the  time  come 

Self  out  when  the  north  rove  over  the  roof  soft.  You  know llke- 
soft.  The  combing.  Lite  the  smooth  when.  So  they  move  through  the.  dense 
forest.  Knowing  there  are  many  ears  bent  upon  their  coming.  This  is  whetted. 
They  were  not  peerless.  They  have  many  comers. 

They  sweeted  their  breath  with  cloves. 

They  scented  their  cocks  with  the  attar  of  roses. 

They  sprinkled  their  ass  holes  with  anise  seed. 

They  stuck  the  root  of  mandrake  in  their  earlobes. 

They  wanted  love  of  all  the  heralds  of  all  the  kingdoms. 

Rut  were  thev  heard9  For  the  hard  turds  were  showered  upon  them.  They 
were  hTr^deS  'with  the  fat  farts  of  the  kingdom’s  mighty.  Tl>ey  beseeched 
west.  And  the  dawn  was  shut  tight.  They  fondled  the  twelve  year  teat  soft  as 
with  a  feather,  and  were  answered  with  twelve  rattle  snakes  coiled  and  springing. 

They  offered  even  to  ream  the  cunts  of  forty-year  alcoholic  hags  with  their 
homiest  seven-inch  pricks,  but  all  in  vain. 

They  were  too  dangerous  to  be  merely  shot. 

They  must  be  gutted. 

Filled  with  sand  and  stones. 

And  sent  to  chase  the  wind. 

And  the  wild  mares  whinnying  before  the  wind. 

Daughters  and  neglected  wives  may  weep  at  the  altar  and  smear  hot  tallow 
upon  their  restless  bereavements.  ... 

Bathe  their  armpits  in  boar’s  dung,  and  do  pemtence  by  the  deep  well  that 
holds  the  tears  of  all  last  year’s  aborted  infants. 

We  have  placed  a  cross  there. 

The  sharp  and  wash  of  atonement  will  consecrate  the  crucible  of  the  meta¬ 
morphosis  of  the  resurrected  crown. 


Severn  Tree  Stud  Pucker 


Judson  Crews 
Wharton,  Texas 
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continued  from  11 
dom,  the  freedom  to  eat.  And  we  would 
venture  to  say,  blasphemous  as  if  might 
sound,  that  the  freedom  to  have  an 
equal  share  of  the  goods  of  the  earth, 
enough  to  eat  and  a  safe,  comfortable 
place  to  sleep  at  night  is  a  far  more 
basic  freedom  than  freedom  of  the  press. 
To  people  who  are  starving,  freedom 
of  speech  is  a  meaningless  abstraction. 

But  the  really  important  point  is  this: 
an  American  revolution  would  make 
these  questions  irrelevant.  In  the  first 
place,  the  United  States  controls,  di¬ 
rectly  or  indirectly,  the  greater  part 
of  the  world’s  resources.  These  re¬ 
sources  and  the  technological  know¬ 
how  now  available  to  us,  would  be  used 
immediately  to  speed  the  process 
of  industrialization  in  the  most  under¬ 
developed  countries,  and  could  soon 
create  a  situation  where  hunger  and 
want  would  be  concepts  of  the  past. 
The  entire  world  could  then  be  free  to 
indulge  in  the  privilege  of  individual 
freedom. 

Communism,  you  see,  is  not  some¬ 
thing  to  talk  about  in  terms  of  the 
present.  It  is  probably  true  that  no 
communist  nation  now  exists.  There 
are  several  socialist  nations,  struggling 
against  the  old  ideas  of  greed,  at¬ 
tempting  to  democratize  the  work  situ¬ 
ation  and  spread  out  the  wealth,  and 
perhaps  laying  the  groundwork  for  a 
time,  maybe  not  so  far  off,  when 
the  state  stgierstructure  will  no  long¬ 
er  be  necessary  and  a  condition  of 
pure  communism  can  flourish. 

In  any  event,  the  way  we  read  history, 
communism  is  the  inevitable  end  pro¬ 
duct  of  present  social  trends.  It  is  the 
direction  in  which  most  of  the  people 
of  the  world  are  moving,  especially  the 
people  erf  the  underdeveloped  third 
world  countries.  F or  most  of  die  world’s 
people,  socialism  is  the  logical  next 
step,  and  the  United  States  is  the  lead¬ 
ing  counter-revolutionary  force,  hold¬ 
ing  back  progress,  sigiporting  dictator¬ 
ships  far  more  tyrannical  than  the 
socialist  states  which  are  held  up  as 
the  world  villains. 

This  response,  we  realize,  is  at  the 
same  time  rather  long-winded  and  too 
sketchy.  But  it  is  only  intended  to 
touch  at  the  answer:  it  is  impossible 
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for  us  to  draw  out  in  a  few  sentences 
the  limitless  possibilities  for  a  social¬ 
ist  America,  built  on  the  embers  of  the 
capitalist  ethic.  And  for  a  world  free 
of  the  stranglehold  of  American  cor¬ 
porate  greed.  But  here’s  the  old  cliche: 
if  we  can  just  get  you  thinking  about  it, 
do  your  own  studying  and  research; 
rap  with  us  and  others;  get  into  the  s  rug- 
gle  and  pick  up  on  the  experiences 
from  which  we  are  now  working.  To¬ 
gether,  we  (and  that  doesn’t  just  mean 
a  few  middle  class  freaks  —  it  means 
the  great  majority  of  the  American 
people)  can  explore  the  possibilities. 

This  is  what  we  on  the  collective 
believe.  We  do  not  pretend  to  speak 
for  the  movement  as  a  whole,  but  we 
think  it  is  safe  to  say  that  the  exper¬ 
iences  of  the  last  few  years  have  led 
most  of  those  who  identify  with  the 
movement  to  see  things  in  generally  this 
way. 

That  the  structure  of  the  society  is 
the  real  culprit  (and  not  bad  men  in 
office).  That  reforms  and  personal  utop¬ 
ian  schemes  can  only  fail  ultimately 
because  they  strike  only  at  the  limbs 
and  not  at  the  heart  of  the  system. 
And  that  a  movement  must  be  built 
that  can  eventually  grow  strong  enough 
to  take  power  away  from  the  corporate 
elite,  then  together,  we  can  begin  the 
hard  work  of  creating  a  new  world 
order  —  this  time  based  on  the  posi¬ 
tive  values  of  creativity  and  coopera¬ 
tion. 

D.  The  Black 
Panthers 

Our  position  on  the  Panthers  was 
pretty  clearly  laid  out  in  the  article, 
"Black  Panthers  —  Under  Attack”  in 
Space  City  News  #3  (copies  are  still 
available  at  the  SCN  office). 

Concerning  your  specific  question 
about  black  racism,  we  said,  “in  fact 
we  believe  that  the  Black  Panther 
Party  is  the  most  progressive  (and,  in 
fact,  anti-racist)  force  in  the  black 
community.” 

Here  are  a  couple  of  quotes  from 
Panther  leaders  to  back  if)  that  position 


First,  from  Bobby  Seale,  national 
Chairman  of  the  Party:  "Frantz  Fanon, 
who  wrote  the  book.  Wretched  of  the 
Earth,  states  that  many  times  our  black 
brothers  who  are  in  these  colleges  and 
who  relate  to  the  bourgeois  class  have 
their  intellectual  possessions  still  in 
pawn  to  the  Man’s  system  so  much  that 
they  begin  to  hate  a  white  person 
simply  because  of  the  color  erf  their 
skin.  That’s  really  practicing  the  same 
racism  that  exists  in  the  system  that 
we  are  trying  to  destroy. 

“.  .  .  Black  people  have  no  time  to 
practice  black  racism  and  the  masses 
of  black  people  do  not  hate  white  people 
just  because  of  the  color  of  their  skin. 
What  the  masses  of  blackpeople  actually 
hate.  .  .  is  what  is  being  done  to  us 
and  the  system  that  creates  what  is 
being  done  to  us.” 

And  from  Fred  Hampton,  deputy 
chairman  of  the  Party  for  the  state  of 
Illinois:  "We  used  to  run  around  yellin’ 
Txmt  Panther  Power  —  the  Panthers 
run  it.  We  admit  we  made  mistakes. 
Our  ten  point  program  is  in  the  midst 
of  being  changed  right  now,  because  we 
used  the  word  ‘white’  when  we  should 
have  used  the  word  ‘capitalist.’  We’re 
the  first  to  admit  our  mistakes.  We  no 
longer  say  ‘Panther  Power’ because  we 
don’t  believe  the  Panthers  should  have 
aU  the  power.  We  are  not  for  the 
dictatorship  of  the  Panthers.  We  are 
for  the  dictatorship  of  the  people.” 

From  the  statements  of  its  leaders 
and,  in  fact,  from  the  practice  of  the 
Black  Panther  Party,  it  is  clear  that 
the  charge  of  racism  is  a  lie.  That  it 
is  a  diversion  created  by  the  (pre¬ 
dominantly  white  and  most  certainly 
racist)  power  structure  to  cloak  the 
real  and  just  demands  being  raised  by 
the  Panthers. 

And  the  spectre  of  Black  Violence  is 
used  in  the  same  way.  The  Panthers  are 
not  pacifists,  but  they  don’t  run  around 
the  community  like  madmen,  picking 
fights  and  shooting  cops.  When  they 
fight  (and  they  are  certainly  prepared 
to  do  so  when  neccessary),  it  is  always 
in  self-defense.  It  is  the  mass  media 
that  plays  on  Panther  “violence”  and 
ignores  police  repression  and  the  posi¬ 
tive  community  programs  the  Panth¬ 
ers  are  initiating,  like  free  medical 
clinics  and  the  breakfast  for  children 
program. 

It  is  true,  of  course,  that  the  Panther 
newspaper  is  fuU  of  pretty  heavy  rhetor¬ 
ic  and  that  the  Panthers  call  cops  pigs. 
But  that’s  because  the  Panthers’  main 
constituency  comes  from  themost  op¬ 
pressed  sectors  of  the  black  community, 
and  die  Party  is  merely  talking  in  the 
language  of  its  constituency.  And  if 
most  of  us  had  been  held  down  all  our 
lives  by  what  is  essentially  an  occupa¬ 
tion  army  of  police;  if  we  had  been 
constantly  demeaned  and  brutalized  and 
robbed  of  our  self-respect;  we’d  call 
cops  pigs  too! 


III.  How  Comes 
the  Revolution? 


Or  you  ask,  is  that  an  unfair  ques¬ 
tion  that  only  time  can  answer?  In  a 
sense  it  is,  and  yet  to  just  say  that 
would  be  a  cop  out. 

Nobody  knows  enough  about  this 
country  to  say  with  any  kind  of  confi¬ 
dence  how  the  second  American  revolu¬ 
tion  wiU  come  about.  But  we  will  try 
to  respond  to  your  specific  questions. 

One  thing  to  make  clear  is  that  a 
revolution  is  not  a  single  event:  it  is 
an  ongoing  process.  Perhaps  the  pro¬ 
cess  of  revolution  has  already  been 
set  into  motion  in  this  country.  It 
involves  much  more  than  a  new  group 
of  people  taking  control  of  the  state 
aparatus.  It  means  a  basic  changing 
of  consciousness,  the  development  of 
new  cultural  patterns.  There  wiUnotbe 
one  sudden  point  at  which,  Voila!,  the 
New  Order  is  upon  us.  The  process 
wiU  be  long  and  hard  (though  certainly 
not  dull  or  unfulfilling)  and  in  our  lives 
we  will  see  only  glimmers  of  the  end 
result:  perhaps  our  grandchildren  will 
live  in  a  truly  better  world. 

But  that  doed  not  mean  that  the 
revolution  is  some  abstract,  philosophi¬ 
cal  phonomenon.  There  are  very  real 
and  concrete  things  that  must  be  done 
to  change  the  world.  Most  basic  is  the 
act  which  we  belive  to  be  a  precondition 
for  real  change:  altering  the  economic 
structure  of  society. 

Now  some  people  say,  Maybe  the  big 
capitalists  will  suddenly  see  the  evil  of 
their  ways,  will  wake  n>  to  the  misery 
and  deprivation  olso  many  of  the  world’s 
people,  will  realize  that  they  are  pillag¬ 
ing  the  world’s  natural  resources  and 
beauty,  and  will  be  convinced  by  rea¬ 
son  and  example  that  there  is  a  better 


way  to  do  things.  Hat  they  will  issue 
a  glorious  proclamation  announcing  an 
end  to  wars  of  pillage,  to  imperialist 
control  of  the  world’s  resources,  to  the 
system  of  selective  theft  known  as 
Private  Property.  That  General  Motors, 
AT&T  and  Ling-Temco,  Vought  wiU 
distribute  their  assets  evenly  among  the 
people  and  will  announce  that  the  new 
order  of  the  day  is  to  join  in  the  col¬ 
lective  struggle  to  create  a  world  free 
of  hunger  and  want. 

And  we  say,  fine  and  dandy.  But  it 
ain’t  gonna  happen.  It’s  never  happened 
before  --  greed  is  a  sickness  which  so 
distorts  the  basic  nature  of  a  human 
being  that  it  wiU  take  more  than  the 
fact  we  are  right  to  make  the  big 
shots  give  igi  their  control.  That  means 
it  wiU  take  pressure.  Great  masses  of 
the  American  people  in  motion,  refusing 
to  produce  until  things  change,  until 
they  are  given  control  over  what  they 
produce  and  how.  And  it  might  mean, 
at  some  point,  a  physical  confrontation. 

As  to  violence,  we  must  be  prepared 
to  defend  ourselves.  It  is  always  the 
state  which  initiates  violence  against 
the  people.  Look  at  People’s  Park  in 
Berkeley!  The  people  tried  to  take  a  Ut- 
tle  piece  of  land  and  make  it  into  a 
park  and  the  state  freaked,  reacting  with 
aU  its  repressive  force.  One  person 
was  kiUed,  many  were  injured. 

Look  at  the  experience  of  black 
people  in  this  country.  They  were  non¬ 
violent  for  many  years.  But  the  cops 
weren’t.  The  "legitimate  authorities” 
have  used  violence  to  keep  blackpeople 
down  with  impunity,  but  when  such 
groups  as  the  Black  Panthers  begin  to 
talk  about  armed  self-defense,  all  the 
good  peace-loving  folk  freak  out  and 
scream  about  the  violent  revolution¬ 
aries.  When  black  people  try  to  phy- 
sicaUy  redistribute  property  that  has 
been  denied  them  (“looting”),  they  are 
to  be  shot  on  sight.  If  the  state  gets  so: 
uptight  over  a  hunk  of  land  and  a  few 
television  sets,'  what  will- be  the  re¬ 
sponse  when  we  demand  that  Rocke- 
feUer  hand  over  Standard  OU? 

We  don’t  dig  violence.  If  the  revolu¬ 
tion  can  happen  without  any  bloodshed, 
that’s  great.  But  we  think  it’s  import¬ 
ant  that  people  keep  a  perspective 
about  violence.  The  violence  that  causes 
millions  of  the  world’s  people  to  die 
before  reaching  maturity,  that  causes 
black  and  brown  people  to  live  in  ho¬ 
vels  and  be  open  game  for  police  sad¬ 
ism,  the  violence  that  has  brought  dev¬ 
astation  to  South  Vietnam  in  the  name 
of  Anti-Communism  --  that  form  of 
violence  seems  more  to  the  point. 
Pacifism  can  be  an  extremely  hypo¬ 
critical  game. 

************ 

We  agree  with  you  that  we  must 
convince  the  American  people  that  the 
revolution  is  right.  We’re  not  interested 
in  making  a  coup  —  just  putting  another 
small  group  of  people  into  power  with¬ 
out  real  popular  involvement.  And  that 
means  that  it’s  important  that  we  don’t 
come  across  as  Enemies  of  The  People, 
a  bunch  of  self-indulgent  freaks,  gross¬ 
ing  out  grannies  and  "rednecks.”  We 
must  make  our  actions  exemplary  and 
clear,  explaining  with  patience,  work¬ 
ing  bard  and  showing  the  people  that 
we  are  on  their  side  and  that  the  revo¬ 
lution  is  in  their  interest.  Objective  fact 
is  the  best  indictment  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  and  the  police  and  the  corporate 
monopolies.  We  don’t  have  to  lie  or 
boast:  the  truth  is  our  best  weapon. 

Which  isn’t  to  say  that  we  compro¬ 
mise  our  beliefs,  moderate  our  views 
or  even  cut  our  hair!  Our  openness, 
our  analysis  of  events,  our  involvement 
in  people's  struggles  (like  strikes, 
women’s  liberation  actions,  high  school 
and  campus  demands)  wUl  convince 
people  that  we  are  right. 


As  for  leaders,  we  would  say  don’t 
follow  Tim  Leary,  Jerry  Rubin  OR 
John  Lennon.  They  are  all  products  of 
the  media.  The  white  segment  of  the 
movement  has  no  real  leaders  at  this 
time.  We  think,  however,  that  they  will 
develop  as  the  movement  expands  and 
people  get  involved  inmore  real  things. 
Leaders  will  rise  up  when  situations 
demand  them.  We  must  create  our 
own  leaders,  and  refuse  to  let  the  estab¬ 
lishment  tell  us  who  our  leaders  are. 

Leaders  wiU  also  evolve  as  the  move¬ 
ment  becomes  more  organized.  And  we 
agree  with  you  that  organization  is 
desperately  needed.  Although  much  of 
the  anti-elitism  and  fear  of  centralized 
organization  in  the  movement  has  been 
healthy,  it  has  led  in  many  cases  to  a 
kind  of  do-your-thing-ism  that  makes 
effective  collective  action  impossible. 

The 
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Sisters  and  Brothers: 


The  Oleo  Strut  is  looking  for  new 
staff  members.  The  Strut  is  a  GI 
coffeehouse  located  in  Killeen,  Tex¬ 
as  near  Fort  Hood.  As  well  as  the 
regular  activities  of  a  GI  coffeehouse, 
we  hope  to  have  a  radical  bookstore, 
combination  military  law  and  radical 
books  library  in  the  near  future. 

Killeen  is  a  small  town  with  a  popu¬ 
lation  of  35,000  people  totally  depen¬ 
dent  on  the  Army  for  its  income.  Fort 
Hodd  itself  is  a  39,000  man  Armored 
Post  staffed  largely  by  Viet  Nam  re¬ 
turnees.  There  is  no  basic  training, 
and  almost  everyone  is  just  waiting 
to  get  out.  Because  Fort  Hood  is  a 
riot  control  center  and  discipline  is 
threatened  by  Nam  vets,  the  propagan¬ 
da  and  coercion  are  heavy.  A  lot  of 
guys  seek  escape  in  dope.  In  fact,  a 
whole  cult  has  been  developed  around 
it. 

For  two  reasons  we  have  a  firm 
understanding  that  no  one  on  the  staff 
will  use  drugs  in  Killeen.  The  first 
and  most  obvious  is  that  it  is  a  bust  — 
an  easy  one  and  one  that  will  close 
the  Strut  forever.  The  second  is  equal¬ 
ly  important  and  is  the  reason  that 
we  talk  against  drugs  to  the  guys  who 
come  to  the  Strut. 

Use  of  drugs  in  the  Army  is  as  de¬ 
structive  as  ghetto  use  of  drugs.  Guys 
are  trying  to  escape  the  fact  that  they 
are  in  the  Army  and  spend  all  their 
time  getting  high  instead  of  organizing. 
And  of  course  the  Army  would  rather 
court-martial  a  guy  for  dope  than 
politics. 

In  an  attempt  to  break  down  the 
barriers  between  the  GIs  and  the 
civilians,  we  have  learned  that  short 
hair  and  a  “straight  appearance”  have 
increased  our  ability  to  talk  and  re¬ 
late  to  the  GIs  on  an  equal  basis. 
Our  insistence  on  combatting  the  drug 
culture  here  does  not  mean  that  we 
feel  that  people  in  the  cities  should 
have  reached  the  same  conclusions. 
Rather,  we  are  looking  for  people  will¬ 
ing  to  change  the  surface  of  their  life 


style  to  fit  a  small  town  and  the  op¬ 
pressive  nature  of  the  Army. 

The  Oleo  Strut  staff  is  a  collective. 
We  live  in  one  house  and  all  work 
every  day  at  the  Strut.  We  have  been 
working  as  a  collective  for  4  months 
and  have  been  varyingly  successful. 
Within  the  collective  is  a  women’s 
caucus.  We  discuss  all  problems  and 
political  questions  that  arise.  We  dis¬ 
cipline  ourselves  individually  and  from 
the  collective  we  discipline  ourselves 
as  a  group  and  criticize  each  other  for 
mistakes  we  make  as  staff  members. 

We  feel  that  our  most  important 
work  is  developing  GI  organizers  who 
are  laying  the  groundwork  for  a  mass 
movement  in  the  Army.  One  of  the 
best  organizing  tools  that  has  been 
established  at  Fort  Hood  is  the  Fatigue 
Press  which  is  put  out  by  the  GIs. 

In  conclusion,  then,  we  are  looking 
for  people  (men,  women,  or  couples) 
who  are  willing  to: 

1)  make  a  commitment  of  at  least 
six  months,  hopefully  starting  in  Oct¬ 
ober  or  November,  or  as  soon  as 
possible. 

2)  do  shit  work  in  the  coffeehouse 

3)  learn  about  military  law  and  coun¬ 
sel  on  court-martials  and  CO  applica¬ 
tions. 

4)  learn  and  make  changes  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  demands  made  by  the  work¬ 
ing  situation  in  Killeen  and  the  Army. 

5)  view  their  work  as  long-range, 
and  not  look  for  regular  victories. 
This  is  organizing,  not  activism  and 
takes  patience. 

6)  talk  politics  with  guys  in  the  Army 
and  keep  studying  and  learning  new 
ways  to  build  a  movement. 

If  you  feel  that  this  is  the  kind  of  work 
you  want  to  do,  please  write  us  im¬ 
mediately,  so  that  we  can  begin  dis¬ 
cussions  about  joining  the  staff.  Tell 
us  about  yourself  and  what  you  have 
been  doing,  and  we  wiU  describe  in 
greater  detail  the  work  that  goes  on\ 
in  the  Strut.  Write  to:  OLEO  STRUT, 
101  Ave.  D.,  Killeen,  Texas  76541. 
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Pacifica  Radio 

524-3573 

ACLU 

524-5925 

Draft  Counseling  (7-10  pm) 

526-6258 

Space  City  News 

526-6257 

The  GRAPE  BOYCOTT  needs  you  - 
Job  Co-op:  anyone  knowing  of 
intelligent  firms  or  those 

228-4682 

which  hire  freaks,  call 

529-2951 

Venereal  Disease  Facts  (free) 
(1115  N  MacGragor) 

529-5353 

Listings  for  Space  In  are  FREE.  Phone  Don  at 
522-807 A  at  night  if  you  have  a  happening  you 
want  listed. 


Supporters  of  Political  Prisoners:  attend  Lee 
Otis  Johnson's  state  appeal  hearing  on  Wed  Oct 
15  at  9  am  in  the  Supreme  Court  Bldg  in  Austin 
(see  story  p  3) .  There  will  be  a  support  rally 
in  Austin's  Freedom  Park  on  Oct  14  at  7:30  pm, 
1400  Rosewood,  featuring  films,  bands,  and 
speakers  (including  Black  Panther  Don  Cox  from 
New  York).  Call  526-6257  for  transportation  info 


Love  Street 

Oct.  10,11  -  Nazz 

Oct.  17,  18  -  SHIVA'S  HEAD  BAND  (Yeah'.'.) 
Coliseum 

Oct.  19  -  Janis  Joplin  8  pm  -  tickets 
through  KNUZ 

KRBE-FM:  8  pm- 6 am,  GOOD  NEWS  progressive  rock. 
KNUZ-AM  10pm  to  midnite  -  Heavy  Hours... 
Jubilee  Hall  -  Oct.  10  -  7  pm  -  Rock  Concert 
Benefit  for  U  of  H  Committee  To  End  The  War 
Saturnalia  and  United  Gas  -  donations  at 
the  door .. .admission  free 
Lou  Rawls  concert;  Oct  24,25,26  at  Houston 
Music  Theatre  (tickets  at  Foleyfs). 

A1  Hirt  concert:  Oct  19,  8:30  pm.  Music  Hall. 


films 

Jewish  Community  Center  Film  Series 
5601  North  Braeswood  -  $1.75  8  pm 

Oct.  12  -  Lord  of  the  Flies 
Oct.  19  -  Cul-de-Sac 

University  of  Houston  Film  Series 

Cinema  60  7  &  10  pm  Oberholzer  Hall 

Oct.  15  -  In  Cold  Blood 
Oct.  22  -  The  Dirty  Dozen 
Oct.  29  -  Grand  Prix 

Student  Assn.  Series  -  Director's  Showcase, 
Fridays  8  pm.  Library  auditorium.  50  cents. 

Oct  10  -  Magnificent  Amber son 
Oct.  17  -  Trail  ✓ 

Oct.  24  -  Citizen  Kane  (5 

Oct  9  -  7:30  pm  Library  Auditorium  .50  \ 

The  Pusher  -  Lenny  Bruce 

Special  Showing  -  Oct .  13  &  14  -  Me  and  My  (j 
Brother  -  Library  Auditorium  -  $.50 

University  of  St.  Thomas  Film  Series 

Anderson  Hall  8:00  pm  $1.00  at  door 
Oct.  14  -  Pudovkin/Earth 
Oct.  16  -  La  Chinoise  - 
Oct.  21  -  Passion  of  Joan  of  Arc 
Oct.  23  -  Blow  Up 
Rice  Univ.  Film  Series 

Oct.  16  -  The  Cat  and  The  Canary 
Oct.  23  -  California  Film-Makers  -  five 
flicks 

Rice  Media  Center  Series 
Oct.  10  -  Point  Blank 
Oct.  17  -  Shock  Corridor 
Oct.  24  -  White  Heat 
Further  information  -  call  528-4141. 

The  2nd  Annual  Super-Galactic,  Earth-Shatter¬ 
ing  Cosmic  Film  Festival.  Attic  Theater, 

Cullen  Building,  University  of  Houston. 

Oct  11-12,  7:30  pm  (plus  3  pm  Sunday):  fea¬ 
tures,  serials  and  shorts.  Popcorn  I  $  .75 
Texas  Southern  University,  Sundays  7:30, 
University  auditorium.  Students  free,  guests  .50 
Oct  12  -  Bom  Free 
Oct  19  -  Sergeant 
Oct  19  -  Sargeant  Ryker 

THEATRE 

"America  Hurrah!":  Oct  15-18  at  8  pm,  Hamman 
Hall,  Rice  University.  Dedicated  to  the  Oct  15 
Vietnam  Moratorium.  Gen  admission  $1.50. 

"Summertree":  Playwright's  Showcase  presents 
Ron  Cowen's  story  of  a  family's  reactions  to 
their  only  son  going  to  Vietnam.  Autry  House, 
6265  S.  Main,  Oct  10-11,  17-18,  and  24-25,  9  pm 


♦•♦"A 

ins  /  outs 

Lessons  in  Swahili  -  KCOH-AM  7:45  am  &  12:45  pm 
Monday  thru  Saturday...  *  V 

Oct.  13  -  17... Univ.  of  Houston  -  Houston  Room 
"2001  Week"  films,  lectures,  missile  dis¬ 
plays  -  call  748-6600  for  info  -  . includes 

showing  of  "2001  -  Space  Odyssey"  Oct  15  $*75. 
Arthur  C.  Clarke  speaks  Wed  Oct  15  at  8  pm, 
Cullen  Aud.  Students  free,  guests  $1. 


Catacombs 

Oct  11  -  Taj  Majal 
Oct  23  -  Joe  Cocker 

**♦**♦♦** 

tv 

KUHT-TV  Channel  8 

Oct.  9  -  7:30  pm,  NET  PLAYHOUSE  -  "Ten  Blocks 
on  the  Camino  Real"  Tennessee  Williams 
Oct.  12  -  7  pm  -  NET  FESTIVAL  -  "Jazz  at 
Tanglewood"  1968  Berkshire  Festival  - 
Judy  Collins,  Don  Ellis  Orchestra 
Oct.  13  -  8  pm  -  NET  JOURNAL  -  "Life  Style" 

Film  by  Berkeley  students  about  People's 
Park  War  and  other  recent  happenings  at 
UC. . .emphasis  not  on  political  but  personal 
Oct.  14  -  7pm  -  SPEAKING  FREELY  -  Dr.  Norman 
Vincent  Peale  -  state  of  religion,  atti¬ 
tudes  toward  life,  Vietnam  and  protesting 
clergymen,  power  of  positive  thinking, Pres . 
Nixon's  religious  feelings. 

9:30  pm  -  THE  INVESTIGATOR  -  analyzes  3 
dimensions  and  evidence  of  a  fourth 
Oct.  16  -  7:30  pm  -  NET  PLAYHOUSE  -  "Past 
Intruding"  prize-winning  Japanese  film... 
psychiatrist's  memory  of  horrible  war 
experience  restored  while  treating  patient 
8:30  pm  -  CREATIVE  PERSON  -  "The  Puppets 
of  Kinosuke"  -  on  location  Japanese  puppet 
show 

Oct.  20  -  8  pm  -  NET  JOURNAL  -  "Matador"... 
portrait  of  El  Cordebes,  Spain's  great 
"spare  the  bull"  matador 
Oct.  21  -  8  pm  -  NET  FESTIVAL  _  "Three  By 
Martha  Graham"  -  special  TV  adaptation  of 
three  of  her  major  works .. .performed  by 
Martha  Graham  and  her  company 
Oct.  22  -  9  pm  -  ON  BEING  BLACK  -  "Alvin 
Ailey  American  Dance  Theatre" 

KPRC-TV  Channel  2 

Oct.  19  -  6  pm  -  "Heidi"  -  TV  adaptation 
Sir  Michael  Redgrave 
10:30  pm  each  Sunday:  "Eyes  of  Texas" 

KHOU-Ty  Channel  11 

Oct.  14  -  6:30  pm  -  "The  Mystery  of  Animal 
Behaviour"  National  Geographic  special 
Oct.  21  -  9  pm  -"Football:  100  Ytears  and 
Still  Kicking" 

Oct.  26  -  6:30  pm  -  "Charlie  Brown  and  The 
Great  Pumpkin" 

KTRK-TV  Channel  13 

Oct.  12  -  8  pm  -  "Fantastic  Voyage" 

Oct.  15  -  7:30  pm  -  "Room  222"  -  school 
integration  without  confrontation... 

Oct.  23  -  9  pm  -  "Drop-out  Scene"  -  survey 
of  high  school  drop-outs 


Richard  "Racehorse"  Haynes  will  speak  at  Hanson 
College,  Rice  University,  on  drug  laws  in  Hous¬ 
ton  and  how  to  protect  yourself  from  the  system. 
Thursday  Oct  16,  8  pm. 
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